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Spring has sprung - we’ve had some pleasant

weeks and it feels like summer is early.  

September has been action-packed with Birdsville Races

crowds stopping in and a very successful district show

this month.  Lots of opportunity to socialise.

August seemed a quieter time as we took stock after

budget and battened down for summer. That said, there’s

plenty still on the go around the Shire, with roadworks at

Toompine and Adavale, and the Grey Range upgrade

reaching completion.

The housing scheme is offering great benefit now that the

fencing and sheds are going in around them. The infill in

the new estate gives it an established and homely look.

Many people I have met have commented on how the

Shire appears to be booming, with great venues and

attractions, new industrial buildings going up and new

houses almost everywhere. When they ask “how’s your

Shire bucking the trend?”, I tell them it’s a great place to

be.

It's not without challenges and I’d like to take a moment

to highlight some issues we face. Exorbitant freight costs

for things in and out of the Shire and the slow investment

in new industry development. I’d also highlight the things

that threaten our already established major economic

generators and the limited opportunities that present

themselves as an alternative in the future. 

I do this with people outside our region at every

opportunity, whether they are in a position to assist or

whether they are everyday people, in the hope that they

might better understand, perhaps take up our cause and

maybe bend the ear of a friend or two.

There’s never been a better time for us all to reach out

through our own networks and advocate for our region.

Mayor’s Message

OUTBACK SENIOR GAMES

COUNCIL MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS

EROMANGA NATURAL
HISTORY MUSEUM

ENGINEERING REPORT

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Mayor’s Message continued

Check before you travel

The heavy Birdsville Races traffic has impacted

our roads, so if you are planning to travel, make

sure you keep up to date with road conditions

and closures through Quilpie’s Disaster

Dashboard at www.dashboard.quilpie.qld.gov.au/

The disaster dashboard includes information

about river heights, road conditions and closures,

power and phone outages, as well as helpful

contacts. You can also check Council’s Facebook

page for updates.

Report a damaged road

Residents can also assist by lodging a customer

request to report road damage. Customer requests

can be lodged by phone, in person, in writing, by

email or via Council’s website.

There’s never been a better time for us all to

reach out through our own networks and

advocate for our region.

Struggles aside, we have a lot of amazing

people here who find creative ways every day

to make use of something or to make something

hold on for another day so the job gets done.

It’s this untapped initiative that has a broader

value than I believe we give ourselves credit

for.

We’ve cultivated great people out here, those

who have taken a passion and made a business

of it. I  know as a Council and as a community

we can assist in creating pathways for more of

these initiatives to come to fruition. If you have

a concept or plan, my door is always open.

Thank you everyone for every day making

Quilpie Shire the greatest place to be.

Mayor Ben Hall

FAREWELL TO PETER SEE

On Friday 27 September 2024, Quilpie Shire
Council held a farewell barbeque at the depot
for retiring Director of Engineering Services,
Peter See. 

Councillors and staff formally recognised the
positive contribution of Peter during his time in
the Shire (2019-2024). His professionalism, and
special brand of leadership for both his teams
and across Council, will be greatly missed. 

We wish him, and his wife Julie, all the best for
the next chapter of their lives.

T r a v e l  T i p s
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On 30 August, two teams from

Quilpie travelled to Charleville to

compete in the the Outback Senior

Games.

The Quilpie Opals and the Quilpie

Eagles showed up for the Shire,

coming home with some wins in their

back pocket.

Congratulations to the Quilpie Opals

team on winning the Best Sun Smart

Team and to the Individual medal

winners - Margaret Anderson –

Quilpie Opals, Gwen Hennessy, and

Mark Wallace – Quilpie Eagles on the

day. Everyone had an enjoyable time.

 

QUILPIE OPALS TEAM
Margaret Anderson - Individual

Medal Winner for Ten Pin Bowling -

3rd.

Ian Stacey

Gail Weier

Ruby Andrews

Mark Judd

Gloria Heinemann

Quilpie Shines at Outback Senior Games
Terrence Collins

Thelma Lander

Rosalyn Cuffe

 

QUILPIE EAGLES
Mark Wallace – Individual Medal Winner

for Bean Bag Toss – 2nd

Gwen Hennessy – Individual Medal

Winner for Kolap – 3rd

Jacque Johnson

Jocelyn Wallace

Janet Gaulton - Charleville

Gregory Suhn Snr – Charleville

Congratulations to all of our senior

competitors.
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Council Meeting Catch Up
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Community assistance approved 

St Finbarr’s Mystery Holiday Raffle (to be drawn
at the fete on 8 November 2024). Cash
contribution of $500.

Giving Kids Memories (GKM) – Christmas Party
at Bulloo Park (Currently planned for 7
December 2024). – Sausage sizzle and in-kind
assistance valued at approximately $2,163.

Contributions also made to events held in
September:

Kangaranga Do Street Party – Use of Council’s
Stage Float. 

Quilpie & District Show & Rodeo – Fee waivers
of $739 and in-kind assistance of approximately
$1,047 covering. 

Quilpie Motorbike Gymkhana and Enduro –
Cash contribution of $2,000 and approximately
$3,000 in in-kind assistance. 

Regional Arts Development Funding (RADF) 

3 applications were approved:

Quilpie & District Show & Rodeo – Leather/Belt
making workshops - $2,322.

Quilpie Cultural Society – Various workshops -
$15,247.

Quilpie Shire Council / Western Touring Circuit
– 2 Children’s Performances & Workshops plus
2 Comedy/Cabaret Performances - $14,040.

Please note that this will be the only round for
RADF for 2024/25.  The budget has been fully
expended.

G e t t i n g  Q u i l p i e  S h i r e ’ s  v o i c e  h e a r d

 4  &  5  S e p t e m b e r  -  M a y o r  H a l l ,  D e p u t y
V o l z  a n d  C r  L a n d e r  a t t e n d e d  t h e  W e s t e r n
Q u e e n s l a n d  A l l i a n c e  o f  C o u n c i l s
A s s e m b l y  i n  M t  I s a .  

2 1  t o  2 3  O c t o b e r  –  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  A n n u a l
C o n f e r e n c e  i n  B r i s b a n e :

     -  D e l e g a t e s  ( V o t i n g  o n  m o t i o n s )  -  M a y o r   
       B e n  H a l l ,  D e p u t y  M a y o r  C r  R o g e r  V o l z
     -  O b s e r v e r s  -  C r  L y n  B a r n e s ,  C r  T o n y
       L a n d e r ,  C r  M i l a n  M i l o s e v i c ,  C E O  J u s t i n
       H a n c o c k .

Development news

3 development applications have been
approved with conditions:

73 Galah Street - Non-resident workforce
accommodation (4 accommodation units).
2 Boobook Place – Reconfiguring the Lot (1
into 2).
23 Bulnbuln Street and 43 Jabiru Street –
Reconfiguring the Lot (Boundary
Realignment).

Land sales in Adavale:

Lot 408 on A2451 - $2,000 
Lot 905 on A2451 - $2,000
Lot 36 on A2453 - $2,000
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F r i d a y ,  2 4  J a n u a r y  -  A u s t r a l i a  D a y
C o n n e c t  a n d  C e l e b r a t e  C o m m u n i t y
E v e n t ,  B u l l o o  P a r k ,  6 p m  u n t i l  l a t e .

S u n d a y ,  2 6  J a n u a r y  –  G r e a t  A u s s i e s
P o o l  P a r t y  -  Q u i l p i e  S w i m m i n g  P o o l  –
1 1 . 0 0 a m  t o  4 . 0 0 p m .

 N e w  A u s t r a l i a  D a y  a w a r d

C o u n c i l  i s  i n c l u d i n g  a  “ Q u i l p i e  S h i r e
B u s i n e s s  A w a r d ”  i n  t h e  2 0 2 5  a w a r d s .
T h i s  w i l l  b e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o :

C i t i z e n  o f  t h e  Y e a r
Y o u n g  C i t i z e n  o f  t h e  Y e a r
C o m m u n i t y  G r o u p  o f  t h e  Y e a r
C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A p p r e c i a t i o n

A n o t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l  f i n a n c i a l  a u d i t !

C o u n c i l ’ s  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r
e n d e d  3 0  J u n e  2 0 2 4  h a v e  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  a n d
h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a u d i t e d ,  w e l l  a h e a d  o f  t h e
s t a t u t o r y  d e a d l i n e  o f  3 1  O c t o b e r .

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  w e r e
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n
a n  u n m o d i f i e d  a u d i t  o p i n i o n  -  e s s e n t i a l l y  a
“ c l e a n  b i l l  o f  h e a l t h ” .  C o u n c i l  t o o k  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n
a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  r e s u l t  f o r  t h e  S h i r e .

A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  m e t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h i s
n e w  t e r m  o f  C o u n c i l  t o  c o n s i d e r  a  n u m b e r  o f
a g e n d a  i t e m s .

M r  J a m e s  G a u v i n  w a s  n o m i n a t e d  b y  C o u n c i l ' s
A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  t o  b e  t h e  n e w  I n d e p e n d e n t
C h a i r p e r s o n ,  a n d  t h i s  w a s  r a t i f i e d  a t
C o u n c i l ' s  m e e t i n g .

I m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  i n c l u d e d  a
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  ( d r a f t )  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t s  f o r
t h e  y e a r  e n d e d  3 0  J u n e  2 0 2 4 .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e
a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a n d  n o t e d  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d
A u d i t  O f f i c e  C l o s i n g  R e p o r t .

Q u e e n s l a n d  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l  2 0 2 5

Q u e e n s l a n d  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l  i s  p l a n n i n g  t h e
2 0 2 5  O u t b a c k  T r a i l  i t i n e r a r y .  

T w o  n e w  d e s t i n a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  t o
t h e  p l a n n e d  i t i n e r a r y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Q u i l p i e
R e g i o n .  

T h e y  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  h o s t i n g  a  T r o u b a d o u r
T r a i l  e v e n t  a t  t h e  E r o m a n g a  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y
M u s e u m  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  1  M a y  2 0 2 5  f r o m  3 : 0 0
p m  t o  7 : 0 0  p m .

C o u n c i l  h a s  a p p r o v e d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n - k i n d  t o
s u p p o r t  t h e  e v e n t ' s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  2 0 2 5
i t i n e r a r y .

L a n d  v a l u a t i o n s  2 0 2 5

T h e  V a l u e r - G e n e r a l  a d v i s e d  C o u n c i l  o n  2 3
A u g u s t  2 0 2 4  t h a t  Q u i l p i e  S h i r e  w i l l  b e  o n e  o f
1 4  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e
2 0 2 5  l a n d  v a l u a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  

( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  c o l u m n )

T h e  r e s u l t s  w i l l  b e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r a t e
n o t i c e s  f o r  2 0 2 5 / 2 6 ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  C o u n c i l ' s
a d o p t e d  r a t e s  a n d  c h a r g e s .

B i t u m e n  S e a l  T e n d e r  R e p o r t

S u b j e c t  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  n e g o t i a t i o n  o n  t h e  f i n a l
t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  t e n d e r  f o r  v a r i o u s
b i t u m e n  s e a l s  w i l l  b e  a w a r d e d  t o  A u s t e k
S p r a y  S e a l  P t y  L t d  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
s e a l i n g  w o r k s :

A d a v a l e  R e d  R o a d :
          C h a i n a g e  1 3 . 6  -  1 6 . 4
          C h a i n a g e  1 6 . 4  -  2 0 . 6

A d a v a l e  D u m p  R o a d
A d a v a l e  B l a c k  R o a d

          C h a i n a g e  2 . 8  -  7 . 4
A d a v a l e  A i r p o r t  R o a d
T o o m p i n e  T r a n s f e r  S t a t i o n
T o o m p i n e  P u b / H o t e l  R e s e a l

A u s t r a l i a  D a y  e v e n t s
p l a n n e d  f o r  Q u i l p i e  S h i r e  i n
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 5
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Quilpie Pool Upgrade
Following gap sealing work earlier this year to
prevent water loss in Quilpie’s main pool, Council
contracted specialist pool repair company,
Fibreglaze, to undertake other upgrade works
identified in an annual audit of the facility. This
involved the removal of the waterslide in the splash
pool, replacement of the pool ladders in the 25m
pool, and tidy up of a number of areas to remove
hazards

Eromanga Pool
Major restoration works were also undertaken at the
Eromanga pool by Fibreglaze and Council teams to
address significant bowing in one side and prevent
potential failure of the structure. 

This involved removing the fill material along two
sides of the pool, allowing the sides to be
straightened and fully relining the pool. Repairs to
the filtration system were also undertaken and works
will continue at the facility over the next few weeks,
including new concrete pool surround along two
sides, with further upgrade works planned for the
future. 

Council staff and the Fibreglaze team worked
together on the project to save time and cost and
meet the pool opening date. It is expected the works
will extend the life of the Eromanga pool by another
20 years.

Council’s Concrete Crews have also completed
restoration works at the Secco Crossing. A new
running surface and improved protection works   
ensures the structure will be standing for many years
to come. 

Engineering Works 
Update
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Council’s Road Construction Crews  are
nearing completion of a Transport and Main
Roads (TMR) upgrade project on the Quilpie –
Windorah Road. This is part of TMR’s
commitment to road safety in Western
Queensland. 

The project includes replacing and widening
the drainage structure along this section,
widening the pavement and sealing works. 
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Eromanga Natural 
History Museum
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The 2024/25 Budget for Quilpie Shire Council
includes a contribution of $3 million towards
Stage 3 of the Eromanga Natural History
Museum (subject to external funding), and work
is underway to secure funding partners to bring
it to fruition.

WHY THE PROJECT IS IMPORTANT
Every local government, like every household,
grapples with the challenge of trying to do more
with less, particularly during times of rising
costs. 

Western Queensland councils (predominantly
rural councils), have the added challenges of:

securing services for communities despite a
small number of ratepayers;

managing the risks of population decline,
seasonal variations and natural disasters. 

Central to increasing the financial sustainability
of Quilpie Shire, and the communities we
represent are:

attracting more people to the region – either
to live (thereby increasing the ratepayer
base) or visit (resulting in increased visitor
spend). The economic benefits multiply for
each extra night we can encourage visitors
to stay within the Shire’s boundaries;

retaining people who currently call Quilpie
home – whether they were born here or have
chosen to put down roots in Quilpie Shire
because of the lifestyle on offer;

diversifying so that the local economy is
buoyed by multiple industries. 

What is common among local governments who
‘get’ the importance of these points, is that they
work to put their region on the map.  

Internationally, Paris is associated with the Eiffel
Tower, New York with the Statue of Liberty, and
closer to home, Longreach is known for the
Stockman’s Hall of Fame and the Qantas
Museum.

Each looks at what they have that is special and
unique, and markets it to the world.

These centres have major landmarks and
attractions that not only raise their profile but also
propel external investment through the activity
and interest generated. 

In financial terms, investor confidence breeds
confidence, and local government has a key role
to play in creating that environment for our Shire
to flourish.  There is no doubt, though, that a
Council of our size cannot do it alone. 

Successful funding partnerships  are critical.
Quilpie Shire Council is committed to building
those partnerships, whether at an Australian or a
State level, and with industry and business – we
can achieve more together.

At the September Council meeting, Council
resolved to seek the guidance of two Queensland
Senators, experienced in navigating the halls of
Canberra, to assist us in the pursuit of advocacy
and funding opportunities for Quilpie Shire.  

In the interim, we continue to monitor and
participate in funding rounds as they are
announced.

We encourage community members to show their
support for the project by signing one of the
Community Support Registers around town. You
can add your name at:

the Post Office;
Council’s 

      Administration Centre;
Library;
Visitor Information 

      Centre;
Paulsen Bros Friendly

      Grocer;
Foodworks Quilpie.

The registers will 
be available until 
Friday 4 October 
2024.
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Eromanga Natural History Museum
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S h o w  y o u r  s u p p o r t  b y
s i g n i n g  a t  o n e  o f  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  C o u n c i l
o f f i c e s  o r  b u s i n e s s e s :

P o s t  O f f i c e ;
C o u n c i l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

     C e n t r e ;
L i b r a r y ;
V i s i t o r  I n f o r m a t i o n
C e n t r e ;
P a u l s e n  B r o s  F r i e n d l y
G r o c e r ;
F o o d w o r k s  Q u i l p i e .
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Eromanga Natural History Museum continued
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Through Homes for Queenslanders, the

Queensland Government is further

supporting renters to find, get and keep a

rental home.  

The Renters Relief Package has expanded

eligibility for a range of products and services

to help customers find and apply for a place to

rent, help to get a rental, and help to keep

their place if they’re having financial

difficulties. 

This expanded eligibility means that income

limits have increased so more Queenslanders

can access renting assistance.  

For more information visit Help with renting |

Homes and housing | Queensland Government

(www.qld.gov.au)  Or get in touch with your

local Housing Service Centre.  

People who need housing help can go to

qld.gov.au/housinghelp, call 13 QGOV (13 74

68) or the Homeless Hotline on 1800 474 753.    

 

Housing help for Queenslanders

Are you eligible for the Queensland Housing

Finance Loan Regional trial?

The Queensland Government is helping more

Queenslanders living in country areas into

home ownership so they can stay close to their

families, jobs and community connections.

The Queensland Housing Finance Loan is for

people who can afford to buy or build a home

but are unable to get a loan through a bank or

building society.

The Queensland Government has extended

the household income eligibility of the

existing Queensland Housing Finance Loan

from $141,000 to $201,000 per annum for a

two-year trial, allowing more people in

regional Queensland to apply for the loan.

.

This trial is open to eligible people living in 45

local council areas including:

Balonne, Banana, Barcaldine, Barcoo, Blackall-

Tambo, Boulia, Bulloo, Burke, Burdekin,

Carpentaria, Cassowary Coast,

CentralHighlands, Charters Towers, Cloncurry,

Cook, Croydon, Diamantina, Douglas,

Etheridge, Flinders, Gladstone, Goondiwindi,

Gympie, Hinchinbrook, Isaac, Livingstone,

Lockyer Valley, Longreach, McKinlay,

Maranoa, Mareeba, Mount Isa, Murweh, North

Burnett, Paroo, Quilpie ,  Richmond, Scenic

Rim, 

Housing Finance Loan for remote
and regional Queenslanders

Renters Relief Package 

Somerset, South Burnett, Southern Downs,

Tablelands, Western Downs, Whitsunday,

Winton.

Call or email for more information:

1300 654 322 Mon-Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm

hscsloaninformation@housing.qld.gov.au
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https://www.housing.qld.gov.au/homesforqueenslanders/initiatives/supporting-renters
https://www.housing.qld.gov.au/homesforqueenslanders/initiatives/supporting-renters
https://www.qld.gov.au/housing/renting/rent-assistance
https://www.qld.gov.au/housing/renting/rent-assistance
https://www.qld.gov.au/housing/renting/rent-assistance
https://www.qld.gov.au/housing/get-help-with-housing
mailto:hscsloaninformation@housing.qld.gov.au
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n b n ®  F i b r e  t o  t h e  P r e m i s e s

s e r v i c e s  c a n  b e  o r d e r e d  a t

e l i g i b l e  h o m e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s

i n  Q u i l p i e  f r o m  2 6  S e p t e m b e r

2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  s u p p o r t e d

b y  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n

G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  R e g i o n a l

C o n n e c t i v i t y  P r o g r a m ,  Q u i l p i e

S h i r e  C o u n c i l ,  Q u e e n s l a n d

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n b n .

T o  c h e c k  w h e t h e r  y o u r  h o m e  o r

b u s i n e s s  i s  e l i g i b l e  t o  u p g r a d e ,

c h e c k  y o u r  a d d r e s s  a t

w w w , n b n . c o m . a u

T o  c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  m i l e s t o n e  f o r

Q u i l p i e ,  n b n  a n d  Q u i l p i e  S h i r e

C o u n c i l  a r e  h o s t i n g  a  f r e e

c o m m u n i t y  b b q  a n d  c e l e b r a t i o n

t o  b e  h e l d :

2 9  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 4

5 : 3 0 p m - 7 : 0 0 p m

M u r a l  P a r k  

V i s i t o r  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e

NBN SWITCHES ON QUILPIE

http://www.nbn.com.au/

