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T h e  M a y o r ,  C o u n c i l l o r s  a n d  s t a f f  o f  Q u i l p i e
S h i r e  C o u n c i l  w i s h  y o u  a l l  a  v e r y  m e r r y
C h r i s t m a s  a n d  h a p p y  N e w  Y e a r .

I f  y o u  a r e  t r a v e l l i n g  o v e r  t h e  f e s t i v e  s e a s o n ,
d r i v e  s a f e l y ,  a n d  s h o u l d  t h e  w e a t h e r  t u r n  u p
t h e  h e a t  o r  g i v e  u s  w e t  f e e t ,  t a k e  c a r e
w h e r e v e r  y o u  a r e .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  p o s i t i v e
y e a r  a h e a d ,  i n  2 0 2 5 .

AUSTRALIA DAY 2025

COUNCIL MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WINNERS

CALENDAR SNEAK PEEK

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

COMMUNITY NEWS



Council Meeting Catch Up
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Corporate and Community Services

Councillors supported a Community Assistance
Application from Sandra Mocke on behalf of
Quilpie Community Church Group  to use the
Quilpie Shire Hall Supper Room and kitchen at
no cost on the third Sunday of each month from
17 January 2024 for a church service, on the
proviso that both rooms are left clean and tidy
after each use.

Infrastructure Services

Pending final negotiations to conditions,
Council will award RFQL 07 24-25 Flood
Damage 2024 Ambathalla Road Package for the
reconstruction of Essential Public Asset Works
on Ambathalla Road, Boondoon Road and Cane
Grass Road to S A Travers & S L Travers for the
amount of $1,109,572.72.

Council approved the implementation of the
Prioritisation Framework as a tool to evaluate
and prioritise road improvement projects, with
the caveat to report back to Council with details
of the strategy to employ the framework.

Fulton Hogan Industries Pty Ltd was chosen as
the recommended supplier for the Quilpie
Airport Upgrade Design project for the amount
of $252,987.90.

Council will apply for funding under the Active
Transport Fund Program with the provision that
Council budgets for $129,000 in the next
financial year FY25/26 if the application is
successful.

Governance News

Council endorsed the recommendation of the
Local Government Remuneration Commission
to apply from 1 July 2025. From that date the
remuneration for the Mayor will be $122,975 pa; 

      Deputy Mayor will be $70,946;  and Councillors  
      will      receive    $61,486   ( a     base    payment
      of $40,990.67 plus monthly meeting fees).

Council issued a change decision notice
approving a Minor Change to an existing
Development Permit for “Commercial
Stockyards” on land situated at Sommerfield
Road, Quilpie, formally descried as Lot 85 on
SP153664. The amendment will increase the
maximum amount of cattle on site at any time
from 200 to 300.

Airport landing fees will be considered when
Council sets 2025-2026 Fees and Charges. 

The contract of Chief Executive Officer, Justin
Hancock, was extended for a further four year
period, effective 18 January 2025.

41 Pegler Street will be re-tendered to staff,
along with other properties, as they become
available.

Council confirmed an amendment to the dates
and times of February, March and August 2025
Ordinary meetings. The meeting dates for 2025
are as follows:

Thursday - 30 January
Wednesday - 12 February 
Tuesday - 18 March 
Tuesday - 29 April
Tuesday - 20 May
Tuesday - 17 June
Tuesday - 15 July
Tuesday - 26 August
Tuesday - 16 September
Tuesday - 28 October
Tuesday - 18 November
Tuesday - 16 December
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C O U N C I L  S T A F F
C H R I S T M A S  
P A R T Y
C o u n c i l l o r s ,  s t a f f  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s
r e c e n t l y  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e i r  m a n y
a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r
a t  t h e  a n n u a l  C h r i s t m a s  P a r t y .  

A l s o  m a k i n g  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  w a s  a
v e r y  s p e c i a l  g u e s t  d r e s s e d  i n  r e d ,
t o  t h e  e x c i t e d  d e l i g h t  o f  a l l  t h e
c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g .

R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  S e r v i c e  A w a r d s  w e r e
a n n o u n c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n t ,  w i t h
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a f f  c e l e b r a t i n g
s e r v i c e  m i l e s t o n e s  t h i s  y e a r :  

5  y e a r s :  
M a r k  W h i t e h e a d ,  N i c o l a  T u l l y  &
R i c h a r d  V a l l i n s

1 0  y e a r s :  
C h r i s t i n e  H o u g h t o n

1 5  y e a r s :  
M a r e e  R a d n e d g e  &  A l i s h a  M o o d y

2 0  y e a r s :  
R a y m o n d  ( J o h n )  H a u p t

3 0  y e a r s :  L i s a  H a m l y n  &  J o h n
T h o m p s o n
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E M P L O Y E E  A W A R D S

C o u n c i l  e m p l o y e e s  a l s o  r e c o g n i s e d
t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  c o - w o r k e r s
t h r o u g h  o u r  a n n u a l  E m p l o y e e  A w a r d
p r o g r a m .  

T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  r e c o r d  n u m b e r  o f
e m p l o y e e s  w h o  w e r e  n o m i n a t e d  f o r
t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,
a n d  a  s p e c i a l  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  g o  t o
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a w a r d  r e c i p i e n t s :  

M o s t  V a l u e d  P l a y e r :  
D a n i e l  L u x f o r d

C h a n g e  C h a m p i o n :  
K a s e y - l e e  D a v i e

W H S  W a r r i o r :  
B r e n d a n  H o r s t e n  &  J a r r o d  L a n d e r

T h e  A  T e a m :  
R o a d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C r e w
 
A b o v e  &  B e y o n d :  
T e g a n  M c D o n a l d

O u t s t a n d i n g  V o l u n t e e r  F u n d r a i s e r :
V i c k y  W e e k s

‘ G o l d e n  G i r l s ’ :  V i s i t o r  I n f o r m a t i o n
C e n t r e  t e a m

C O U N C I L  S T A F F  C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y
f r o m  p r e v i o u s  p a g e
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E v e r y  y e a r ,  C o u n c i l  s t a f f
n o m i n a t e  a  c h a r i t y  t o  r a i s e
m o n e y  f o r  o v e r  1 2  m o n t h s .   
T h e  f u n d s  r a i s e d  a r e  m a t c h e d
d o l l a r  f o r  d o l l a r  ( t o  a  m a x i m u m
o f  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 )  b y  C o u n c i l .  

S i n c e  2 0 1 5 ,  C o u n c i l ’ s  S t a f f
F u n d r a i s i n g  I n i t i a t i v e  h a s
d o n a t e d  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 2 2 8 , 8 4 4 . 1 0
t o  c h a r i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  F r i e n d s
i n  I s o l a t i o n ,  t h e  Q u i l p i e
H o s p i t a l  A u x i l i a r y ,  A n g e l
F l i g h t ,  H e a r t  K i d s ,  C a n c e r
C o u n c i l  Q l d ,  B u r r u m b u t t o c k
H a y  R u n n e r s  a n d  R i o ’ s  L e g a c y .  

I n  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  C h a r l e v i l l e  R F D S
b r a n c h  w a s  t h e  n o m i n a t e d
r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  f u n d r a i s i n g
I n i t i a t i v e ,  w h i c h  h a s  d o n a t e d
t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  f i g u r e  o f
$ 6 7 , 8 5 9 . 4 9  t o  t h e  C h a r l e v i l l e
R F D S  b r a n c h  s i n c e  2 0 1 5 .  

C o u n c i l  a n d  s t a f f  w e r e  p r o u d
t o  p r e s e n t  B a s e  S u p p o r t
M a n a g e r  o f  R F D S  C h a r l e v i l l e
L i a n e  S p e n c e r ,   w i t h  a  c h e q u e
f o r   $ 1 6 , 2 4 7 . 2 2  d u r i n g  t h e
C h r i s t m a s  p a r t y .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  o f  t h e
e m p l o y e e s  a n d  t h e  w i d e r
c o m m u n i t y  f o r  d i g g i n g  d e e p
t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  m u c h - n e e d e d
a n d  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e .

C O U N C I L  S T A F F  
C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y
f r o m  p r e v i o u s  p a g e

D e l m a  h a s  b e e n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  t h e  Y o u t h
C e n t r e  e a c h  w e e k ,  o f f e r i n g  h e r  t i m e ,
e n e r g y ,  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  t o  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e
i m p a c t  o n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  y o u t h  w e  s e r v e .  

H e r  k i n d n e s s  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  t r u l y  e n h a n c e
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d .  W e
a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  h e r  c o n t i n u e d
s u p p o r t  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  D e l m a ’ s
c o n t i n u e d  i n v o l e m e n t  i n  2 0 2 5 !

Thank you, 
Delma
C o u n c i l  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
e x t e n d  i t s  s i n c e r e
t h a n k s  t o  D e l m a  Q u i n n
f o r  h e r  c o n t i n u e d   
u n w a v e r i n g  s u p p o r t
a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e
Q u i l p i e  Y o u t h  C e n t r e  
P r o g r a m .  



O n  2 6  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 5  A u s t r a l i a n s  a l l  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i l l  c e l e b r a t e
w h a t  i s  g r e a t  a b o u t  A u s t r a l i a .  

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  y o u  t o  h e l p  u s  c e l e b r a t e  w h a t  i s  g r e a t  a b o u t  o u r
c o m m u n i t y  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  a  c o m m u n i t y  c h a m p i o n  f o r  a n  A u s t r a l i a  D a y
A w a r d .  

T h e  Q u i l p i e  S h i r e  C o u n c i l  A u s t r a l i a  D a y  A w a r d s  w i l l  r e c o g n i s e  m e m b e r s
o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e
S h i r e  w e  a l l  c a l l  h o m e .

T h e  A w a r d  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  n o m i n a t i o n  a r e :  
C i t i z e n  o f  t h e  Y e a r
Y o u n g  C i t i z e n  o f  t h e  Y e a r
C o m m u n i t y  G r o u p  o f  t h e  Y e a r
C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  A p p r e c i a t i o n
Q u i l p i e  S h i r e  B u s i n e s s  A w a r d

T o  n o m i n a t e  a  c o m m u n i t y  c h a m p i o n  f o r  a  Q u i l p i e
S h i r e  C o u n c i l  A u s t r a l i a  D a y  A w a r d ,  s c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e

b e l o w  t o  c o m p l e t e  y o u r  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m .

N o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  Q u i l p i e  S h i r e  C o u n c i l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e  o r
f r o m  t h e  Q u i l p i e  S h i r e  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e  -  w w w . q u i l p i e . q l d . g o v . a u  
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AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
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Get Ready Queensland / QSC Calendar
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P h o t o g r a p h e r s  i n c l u d e
D o n n a  H o d g s o n ,  B e e
R o l l a s o n ,  A l i s h a
M o o d y ,  M e l a n i e
S e e b a c h e r ,  L o g a n
D r u r y ,  H e i d i
M a c k e n z i e  a n d  T a h l i a
D e r r y .   A  s e l e c t i o n  o f
t h e i r  p h o t o s  f e a t u r e  i n
t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .

T o  v i e w  a l l  o f  t h e
i m a g e s  i n  t h i s  y e a r ’ s
c a l e n d a r ,  g r a b  y o u r
c o p y  n o w .

Q u i l p i e  S h i r e  C o u n c i l ’ s  a n n u a l  G e t  R e a d y  Q u e e n s l a n d  /  Q S C  c a l e n d a r  f e a t u r e s
p h o t o s   o f  l o c a l   l a n d s c a p e s   t h a t  s h o w c a s e   o u r   s h i r e .  

Alisha Moody

Alisha MoodyBee Rollason

Bee RollasonHeidi Mackenzie
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Your Health - Why Do People Smoke?
W H Y  D O  P E O P L E  S M O K E

S m o k i n g  u s u a l l y  s t a r t s  a s  a  s y m b o l i c  a c t  o f
r e b e l l i o n  o r  m a t u r i t y .

S m o k i n g  c a n  b e  a  w a y  t o  m o d e r a t e
n e g a t i v e  f e e l i n g s  s u c h  a s  s t r e s s ,
n e r v o u s n e s s  a n d  a n x i e t y .  U s i n g  c i g a r e t t e s
a s  a  f o r m  o f  s e l f - m e d i c a t i o n  t o  o v e r c o m e
t h e s e  e m o t i o n s  s t r e n g t h e n s  a  s m o k e r ’ s
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t o b a c c o  a n d  s l o w l y
b u i l d s  u p  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c y .

N i c o t i n e  r e l e a s e s  a  c h e m i c a l  c a l l e d
d o p a m i n e  i n  t h e  s a m e  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  b r a i n
a s  o t h e r  a d d i c t i v e  d r u g s .  I t  c a u s e s  m o o d -
a l t e r i n g  c h a n g e s  t h a t  m a k e  t h e  p e r s o n
t e m p o r a r i l y  f e e l  g o o d .  

I n h a l e d  s m o k e  d e l i v e r s  n i c o t i n e  t o  t h e
b r a i n  w i t h i n  2 0  s e c o n d s ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  i t
v e r y  a d d i c t i v e  -  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  o p i o i d s ,
a l c o h o l  a n d  c o c a i n e .  I f  i t  w e r e  n o t  f o r  t h e
n i c o t i n e  i n  t o b a c c o  s m o k e ,  p e o p l e  w o u l d
b e  l i t t l e  m o r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  s m o k e  t h a n  t h e y
a r e  t o  b l o w  b u b b l e s .

A  s m o k e r ' s  b o d y  n e e d s  a  c o n s t a n t  l e v e l  o f
n i c o t i n e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  W h e n  t h e s e
l e v e l s  d i p ,  i t  e x p e r i e n c e s  m i n i  w i t h d r a w a l
s y m p t o m s .  S m o k i n g  a  c i g a r e t t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y
t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  d a y ,  f e e l s  g o o d  m a i n l y
b e c a u s e  i t  r e v e r s e s  t h e  s y m p t o m s  o f
n i c o t i n e  w i t h d r a w a l .

S m o k e r s  o f t e n  u s e  t o b a c c o  a s  b o t h  r e w a r d
a n d  m o t i v a t o r  -  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e f o r e  a
b o r i n g  t a s k  o r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  h a r d  d a y .  I n
m a n y  s i t u a t i o n s ,  s m o k i n g  f i l l s  i n  b r e a k s
a n d  p a s s e s  t h e  t i m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  ‘ d u l l ’  t i m e
s u c h  a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  b u s .

S m o k i n g  c a n  m a k e  y o u  f e e l  p a r t  o f  a
g r o u p ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  w o r k ,  a n d  y o u r  p a r t n e r
a n d  b e s t  f r i e n d s  m i g h t  b e  s m o k e r s .  A f t e r  a
w h i l e ,  s m o k i n g  b e c o m e s  a  h a b i t ,  w h e r e
c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s  t r i g g e r  t h e  u r g e  t o
s m o k e .   

W H Y  W O U L D  Y O U  W A N T  T O  G I V E  U P
S M O K I N G

1 .  Y o u r  m e t a b o l i s m  r e t u r n s  t o  n o r m a l
S m o k i n g  r e d u c e s  y o u r  b o d y ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o
a b s o r b  i m p o r t a n t  v i t a m i n s  a n d  m i n e r a l s ,
i n c l u d i n g  c a l c i u m  a n d  v i t a m i n s  C  a n d  D .
T h e s e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  h e a l t h y
b l o o d  v e s s e l s ,  m u s c l e s  a n d  t h e  b o d y ’ s
h e a l i n g  p r o c e s s e s .

S m o k i n g  c a n  a l s o  i m p a i r  y o u r  s e n s e  o f
s m e l l  a n d  t a s t e  t h r o u g h  i r r i t a t i o n  a n d
i n f l a m m a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a s a l  p a s s a g e .  B y
q u i t t i n g  s m o k i n g ,  y o u  c a n  t a s t e  a n d  e n j o y
a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  f o o d s  a g a i n .

2 .  Y o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  e x e r c i s e  i m p r o v e s
S m o k i n g  r e d u c e s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  o x y g e n  i n
t h e  b l o o d s t r e a m  a n d  t h e  b o d y ’ s  o r g a n s .
S m o k i n g  a l s o  r e d u c e s  p e o p l e ’ s  l u n g
f i t n e s s ,  m a k i n g  i t  h a r d e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  a n d
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  i n j u r y .

E x e r c i s e  c a n  a l s o  b e  a  p o w e r f u l  t o o l  t o
h e l p  y o u  q u i t  s m o k i n g  a s  i t  a i d s  i n  s t r e s s
m a n a g e m e n t ,  p r o v i d e s  a  d i s t r a c t i o n ,
r e d u c e s  y o u r  c r a v i n g s  a n d  w i t h d r a w a l
s y m p t o m s ,  a n d  h e l p s  t o  l i m i t s  w e i g h t  g a i n .

3 .  Y o u ’ l l  b e  i n  a  b e t t e r  m o o d  a n d  f e e l
l e s s  s t r e s s e d
Q u i t t i n g  s m o k i n g  i m p r o v e s  y o u r  m e n t a l
h e a l t h .  S i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  q u i t t i n g ,  y o u ’ l l
f e e l  l e s s  s t r e s s e d ,  a n x i o u s  a n d  d e p r e s s e d .  
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Y o u r  m o o d  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  w i l l  a l s o
i m p r o v e .

4 .  Y o u ’ l l  p r o t e c t  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  f r o m
s e c o n d - h a n d  s m o k e
Q u i t t i n g  s m o k i n g  p r o t e c t s  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s
a n d  p e t s  f r o m  b r e a t h i n g  s e c o n d - h a n d
s m o k e .  S e c o n d - h a n d  s m o k e  c o n t a i n s  m o r e
t h a n  7 0 0 0  c h e m i c a l s ,  w i t h  6 9  k n o w n  t o
c a u s e  c a n c e r .

T h e r e ’ s  n o  s a f e  l e v e l  o f  e x p o s u r e  t o
s e c o n d - h a n d  s m o k e .  I t  c a u s e s  i m m e d i a t e
a n d  l o n g - t e r m  a d v e r s e  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  t o
p e o p l e  a r o u n d  y o u ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c h i l d r e n ,
a n d  y o u r  p e t s .

5 .  Y o u r  f i n a n c i a l  w e l l b e i n g  i m p r o v e s
Q u i t t i n g  s m o k i n g  i s n ’ t  o n l y  g o o d  f o r  y o u r
h e a l t h ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  y o u r  w a l l e t .

T h e  c o s t  o f  t o b a c c o  c a n  b e  a  s t r o n g
m o t i v a t o r  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  q u i t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,
f o r  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a  p a c k  o f  2 5  c i g a r e t t e s ,
y o u  c a n  f e e d  a  f a m i l y  o f  s i x  a  h e a l t h y
b r e a k f a s t ,  l u n c h ,  a n d  d i n n e r .

Y o u  c a n  k e e p  t r a c k  o f  t h e  m o n e y  y o u  s a v e
f r o m  q u i t t i n g  w i t h  t h e  M y  Q u i t  B u d d y  a p p .
 
 

W h a t  t o  e x p e c t  w h e n  y o u  s t o p
 
M a n y  s t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  w i t h d r a w a l
s y m p t o m s  a r e  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  n i c o t i n e ,  a n d
n i c o t i n e  r e p l a c e m e n t  ( b y  g u m ,  p a t c h ,
s p r a y ,  o r  l o z e n g e )  r e l i a b l y  d e c r e a s e s  t h e
s e v e r i t y  o f  w i t h d r a w a l  s y m p t o m s .

A l l e n  C a r r  l i k e n s  t h e  s m o k e r  t o  s o m e o n e
w h o  w e a r s  t i g h t  s h o e s  j u s t  f o r  t h e  p l e a s u r e
o f  t a k i n g  t h e m  o f f ,  a n d  i t  i s  a  g o o d
a n a l o g y .  S m o k e r s  s m o k e  f o r  t h e  p l e a s u r e
o f  r e l i e v i n g  n i c o t i n e  w i t h d r a w a l  s y m p t o m s
-  s y m p t o m s  t h a t  o n l y  s m o k i n g  g i v e s  t h e m .  

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  w e  s p e n d  a  f o r t u n e ,  a n d
t a k e  t e r r i b l e  h e a l t h  r i s k s ,  j u s t  t o  a c h i e v e
t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  n o n - s m o k e r s  m a i n t a i n
e f f o r t l e s s l y .
 
 

C a n  y o u  s e e  y o u r s e l f  a s  a  n o n  -
s m o k e r ?  

I t ’ s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f i r s t  s t e p  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  

I f  y o u  c a n  w e  w o u l d  l o v e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r
j o i n i n g  t h e  Q u i l p i e  Q u i t t e r s  t h i s  M a r c h .
C o n t a c t  t h e  Q u i l p i e  M e d i c a l  P r a c t i c e  t o
r e s e r v e  a  p l a c e  o n  t h e  t e a m .  
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H o n e y  m e s q u i t e  ( P r o s o p i s  g l a n d u l o s a ) ,  m e s q u i t e  o r  a l g a r r o b a  ( P r o s o p i s  p a l l i d a )  a n d
Q u i l p i e  m e s q u i t e  ( P r o s o p i s  v e l u t i n a )  a r e  c a t e g o r y  3  r e s t r i c t e d  i n v a s i v e  p l a n t s  u n d e r
t h e  B i o s e c u r i t y  A c t  2 0 1 4 .  T h e y  m u s t  n o t  b e  g i v e n  a w a y ,  s o l d ,  o r  r e l e a s e d  i n t o  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  A c t  r e q u i r e s  e v e r y o n e  t o  t a k e  a l l  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  p r a c t i c a l
m e a s u r e s  t o  m i n i m i s e  t h e  b i o s e c u r i t y  r i s k s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i n v a s i v e  p l a n t s  u n d e r
t h e i r  c o n t r o l .  T h i s  i s  c a l l e d  a  g e n e r a l  b i o s e c u r i t y  o b l i g a t i o n  ( G B O ) .

D E S C R I P T I O N  
S p e c i e s  v a r y  i n  g r o w t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  M e s q u i t e  c a n  o c c u r  a s  a  m u l t i - s t e m m e d
s h r u b  w i t h  b r a n c h e s  d r o o p i n g  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a r o u n d  3 – 5  m  h i g h ,  o r  a s  a  s i n g l e -
s t e m m e d  t r e e  w i t h  a  s p r e a d i n g  c a n o p y  g r o w i n g  t o  1 5 m .  L e a v e s  a r e  f e r n - l i k e  i n
a p p e a r a n c e .  E a c h  l e a f  h a s  1 − 4  p a i r s  o f  l e a f  b r a n c h e s  ( p i n n a e ) ,  w i t h  e a c h  ‘ b r a n c h ’
h a v i n g  6 − 1 8  p a i r s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l e a f l e t s .  L e a f l e t s  v a r y  f r o m  o v a l - s h a p e d  t o  l o n g  a n d
n a r r o w  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  s p e c i e s

L I F E  C Y C L E
M e s q u i t e  p l a n t s  g e n e r a l l y  p r o d u c e  t h e i r  f i r s t  f l o w e r s  a n d  s e e d s  w h e n  t h e y  a r e
b e t w e e n  t w o  a n d  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d ,  a l t h o u g h  p o d  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  o n e  y e a r  h a s  b e e n
o b s e r v e d  u n d e r  i d e a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  M e s q u i t e  f l o w e r s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n  s p r i n g  a n d
e a r l y  s u m m e r ,  w i t h  p o d s  t a k i n g  t w o  t o  t h r e e  m o n t h s  t o  m a t u r e .

M E T H O D S  O F  S P R E A D  
T h e  m a j o r  m e t h o d  o f  s p r e a d  o f  m e s q u i t e  i s  b y  d i s p e r s a l  o f  s e e d s  i n  t h e  f a e c e s  o f
s t o c k .  M e s q u i t e  p o d s  a r e  r e l i s h e d  b y  s t o c k ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h o r s e s  a n d  c a t t l e ,  s o m e
f e r a l  a n i m a l s  s u c h  a s  p i g s ,  a n d  n a t i v e  a n i m a l s  s u c h  a s  e m u s .

C O N T R O L  -  M A N A G I N G  M E S Q U I T E  
T h e  G B O  r e q u i r e s  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  m e a s u r e s  t o  m i n i m i s e  t h e  b i o s e c u r i t y
r i s k s  p o s e d  b y  m e s q u i t e .  A n y  m e s q u i t e  c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  i n c o r p o r a t e
s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  l i m i t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  s e e d s .  S u g g e s t e d  s t r a t e g i e s  i n c l u d e :
•  i n c o r p o r a t e  s t r a t e g i c  f e n c i n g  t o  c o n t a i n  m e s q u i t e  •  q u a r a n t i n e  s t o c k  w h e n
m o v i n g  t h e m  f r o m  i n f e s t e d  p a d d o c k s  w i t h  p o d s  t o  c l e a n  a r e a s  •  r e d u c e  f e r a l  p i g
n u m b e r s  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e .  D o  n o t  l e t  s t o c k  g r a z e  w h e r e  m a t u r e  p o d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .
V a r i o u s  m e c h a n i c a l  m e t h o d s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f
m e s q u i t e .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e :  •  s t i c k  r a k i n g  •  p u s h i n g  •  p u l l i n g  •  b l a d e  p l o u g h i n g  •
g r u b b i n g  •  f i r e .
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P E S T  P L A N T -  M E S Q U I T E  P r o s o p i s  p a l l i d a  p l a n t
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