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It has been a very busy time for Council as we

set down our first budget for the new term.  

For the majority of Councillors, this is the first time we have

set a budget down. The rising cost of goods and services

that impacts day-to-day living of individuals and families

also affects local government, creating challenges for us to

work through together.

This being said, Council is in a good financial position with

plenty of funded projects already in the pipeline. We look

forward to the completion of our townhouses in the latter

part of the year, and the final installation of other planned

housing.

Among some of the other projects in the delivery pipeline

are the further seal to Adavale-Quilpie Red Road, which will

see it completely sealed when completed, and

refurbishment of the Eromanga pool. These are just a few

examples of the services to community and improvements to

infrastructure that Council continues to deliver.

I recently attended  a meeting of the South West Queensland

Regional Organisation of Councils (SWQROC) forum in

Cunnamulla.  SWQROC  is a collective of regional councils

with shared interests, opportunities and challenges, and

includes the shires of Quilpie, Maranoa, Murweh, Balonne,

Paroo and Bulloo. We come together to jointly advocate for

improved outcomes for South West Queensland. 

Through this alliance, we have been able to address the

issues of CO2 capture in the Great Artesian Basin, which has

been put to rest for now. We are also collaborating on the

replacement of our sewage treatment plants (STP) and as a

result we have partnered with Bulloo Shire on a joint project

to build our STPs. 

This synergy will help reduce the overall cost of building

this critical infrastructure for both our shires and will

ultimately assist with our grant applications.
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Check before you travel

If you are planning to travel, make sure you keep

up to date with road conditions and closures

through Quilpie’s Disaster Dashboard at

www.dashboard.quilpie.qld.gov.au/

The disaster dashboard includes information

about river heights, road conditions and closures,

power and phone outages, as well as helpful

contacts. You can also check council’s Facebook

page for updates.

Report a damaged road

Residents can also assist by lodging a customer

request to report road damage.

Customer requests can be lodged by phone, in

person, in writing, by email or via Council’s

website.

In early July, Cr Lander and I attended the

national conference of the Australian Local

Government Association (ALGA) in Canberra. 

Among the activities at this annual

conference is the passing of motions on

issues relevant to our shire, which will frame

recommendations to the federal government

for improved outcomes for local government,

including remote and regional councils.

Such issues are common across Australia

and this year they included: 

the transition to net zero, 

funding for roads and infrastructure,

cost shifting onto local government with

no funding resource to finance them,

the national shortage of skilled labour,

remote-area Australia notably locked out

of Green Energy transition capability due

to our location.

These issues were voiced loudly and often

by councils both large and small from across

the nation. Despite the challenges, I have

faith in our abilities and resilience as we look

for our own opportunities to become game

changers.

Visitors have arrived in the shire and again

I’m hearing great feedback about our towns

and attractions from those I meet.  

Just recently I’ve been told that Toompine

was a buzz, Eromanga extraordinary, and the

open mic at The Lake was great fun, a mix of

50/50 locals/tourists with around 100 people

participating.  (It was mentioned by one or

two that some of the male singers needed a

little more work, but all I can say is good on

anyone for having a crack.)

Everywhere I see visitors meeting locals and

having a blast. It’s great to see so much

momentum in the local tourism industry right now,

all owner-operated and outstanding. 

I close with a heartfelt thank you to you all for

your everyday contributions. I’m thoroughly

enjoying the role as Mayor and I am very

optimistic about our future.
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Council approved a request from the owners of

Leopardwood Park Station, who have

constructed a new artesian bore adjacent to

chainage 178 km of the Adavale Blackall Road

and have offered Council water for roadworks

in return for some access road works. Council

resolved to put a written agreement in place

for same and that Council builds the access

road and a turkey’s nest at Council’s cost

under RMPC.

Council resolved to award the tender for T11

23-24 Housing Works and Opalopolis Park

Upgrade to Baguley Build Pty Ltd, subject to

funding approval, for a total of $352,093.55.

Further, Council approved the engagement of

Baguley Build Pty Ltd and/or Stenner Builders

Pty Ltd and/or Wild West Carpentry and

Construction Pty Ltd on hourly hire

arrangements for hardscape and landscaping

at all houses, and upgrade of Opalopolis Park

(Eromanga).

Council received an application from Quilpie

Polocrosse Club under the Community Grants

Assistance program, and approved the request

for $5000 direct cash to assist with costs of

entertainment, prizes and preparation of

polocrosse fields.

Council resolved to apply for $1,620,000 in

funding under the State Government’s 24-27

Works For Queensland (W4Q) Program, putting

forward the following projects:

Sewerage Pump Station in Quarrion Street -

$300,000

Quilpie Water Main - Sommerfield Road

Water Main Upgrade - $360,000

Adavale Water Main Replacement -

$260,000

June Council Meeting Wrap Up
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Quilpie Pool Filtration System Changeover -

$250,000

Construct Stage 1 of the Brolga Street

Masterplan including Anzac (Memorial)

Park - $450,000)

Council nominated Friday 12 September 2025

(Quilpie Show Day) as the 2025 Special

Holiday.

Several policies have been reviewed and

Council adopted the updated Website and

Social Media Policy, Fraud and Corruption

Control Policy and the Personal Information

Privacy Policy.

Council approved a leave of absence for Cr

Lyn Barnes for the period 15-31 July 2024 as a

result of technology failure and being unable

to attend via Teams or Zoom, and that the

meeting fee be paid to Cr Barnes should she

be unable to attend the meeting via Teams or

Zoom.

Council resolved to apply for a S326

Exemption and seek ministerial approval to

dispose of four houses other than by tender or

auction. Council moved that in the event of the

exemption being approved, it would accept

the valuations supplied for the four houses.

Council resolved to accept the fees presented

in the Register of Cost-Recovery Fees and

Commercial Changes effective from 1 July

2024 and that in relation to those cost-

recovery fees to which Section 97 of the Local

Government Act 2009 applies:

the applicant is the person liable to pay

these fees; and

a.

 the fee must be paid at or before the time

the application is lodged.

b.



New Toompine Bore

Council was fortunate to receive State

Government Building Our Regions funding

to construct a new artesian bore at

Toompine.

The old bore was failing,  resulting in water

having to be carted from Quilpie to ensure

the operation of the Toompine Hotel, Hall,

Polocrosse Grounds and other community

facilities.

Council engaged Brandon and Associates

Consulting Engineers to design the bore

and produce tender documents. Following

a tender process, Depco (Drill Engineering

and Pastoral Company Pty Ltd) was

engaged to construct the bore at a cost of

$465,553.

The bore began flowing on 24 October

2023, initially producing water at 30 litres

per second from a depth of 830 metres.

Council’s Water and Sewerage Department

has now constructed the water reticulation

to connect water to a roadworks water

storage, the hotel, clubs and Shire hall, and

has built connections to allow additional

connections to the water as required.

The total cost of all works is approximately

$925,000.

Engineering works update
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Eulo Road Widening
Council was successful in securing funding
from Local Roads and Community
Infrastructure Program (LRCIP) Phase 3 to
carry out widening and resealing of 10.2 km
of Eulo Road. The road has been widened to
a 7-metre width for its full length.

The Eulo Road is a local road of regional
significance and is a vital link to Eulo,
Cunnamulla and New South Wales.  
Council staff carried out all of the
construction works and Austek Spray Seal
carried out the bitumen sealing works under
contract to Council. 

The awarded contract total was $620,956.  

This work also complements works being
undertaken by Paroo Shire to improve this
road link between communities.

Some major water control works were also
completed on a floodway adjacent to the
Shire boundary to reduce the impact of water
flows during flood events.

Total estimated project cost is around
$1,700,000

Engineering works update cont.
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R e d  R o a d  

Another 1.30 km of Red Road was sealed in

June this year, leaving just 5.4km of gravel

left between Quilpie and Adavale.

This section was completed under Transport.

Infrastructure Development Scheme (TIDS)

funding transferred from Murweh Shire. Work

has now commenced on the 24-25 project to

continue the sealing of the road, which is

expected to be completed by October this

year.    

Total sealing for the 23/24 financial year was

9.9km at a total cost of $2,547,000.

Red Road, this image and above, during and after the latest 1.3km of  seal.

Eulo Road, this image and above, underwent vital widening and resealing.
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I l f r a c o m b e  h o m e  t o
Q u i l p i e  S h i r e  C o u n c i l ’ s
o r i g i n a l  g r a d e r

O n  a  r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  I l f r a c o m b e ,  Q u i l p i e
S h i r e  C o u n c i l ’ s  o r i g i n a l  m o t o r  g r a d e r
w a s  f o u n d .  D a t i n g  b a c k  t o  1 9 6 0 ,  i t  b e a r s
a  p l a q u e  s h a r i n g  i t s  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  i t s
o r i g i n a l  p u r c h a s e .

Engineering works update cont.

Council’s current grader at work

Council’s original grader, located at Ilfracombe

here



Upcoming 
Events
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JOBS AT
QUILPIE SHIRE

Quilpie Shire Council has
the following vacancies
on their team:

Multi-skilled Plant
Operator
Qualified Plumber
Road Construction &
Maintenance
Supervisor
Ongoing openings for
labourers

Visit our website for full
details.

https://quilpie.qld.gov.au/quilpie-shire-job-vacancies/

