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MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Federal Election
Well the dust has settled after the election and
the political landscape has changed
enormously. If you look at a map of Australia
where each electorate is mapped out in the
colour of the party that holds it something
becomes very apparent. In an area sense
virtually the whole country is either Liberal,
National or, in one electorate, Katter. The only
red (Labor) or green (Greens) areas are tiny
little spots in the cities which hardly show up
on a map of Australia.

In other words, Australia is a politically divided
nation where the people who vote for the left
live in the cities and everyone else votes
conservative. The days where mining
electorates in the regions voted Labor and the
wealthy professional inner city electorates
voted Liberal seems to have gone.

While there are many reasons for this,
possibly the most focal and indicative issue is
climate change. In my opinion it best
illustrates the divergence in thinking of city
and regional Australians. City Australians, the
people most removed from the natural world,
are the ones calling for more “government
action on climate change”. They don’t seem to
comprehend that the government, or indeed,
Australia as a country, can’t do a thing about
the climate. 

Producing only 1.3% of the world’s emissions,
we could shut down the whole country
tomorrow and it isn’t going to change the
climate one iota. We could also shut down our
coal mines and all the users around the world
would just source it from other countries –
there’s plenty out there. 

We would just lose an enormous amount of
export revenue. Maybe city people realise this
but just want more “action on climate change”
so they feel better about themselves. Either
that or there are people out there who actually
think a change of government will reduce the
number of floods! I really don’t understand it.
  

Regional Australians, I think, get this. We
are sensible, pragmatic and generally
have a far better understanding of how
the natural world works and our place in
it. While we all want to do our bit for the
environment and some are concerned
about climate change we understand that
our government can’t do anything about
it and that, while total renewable power is
a nice future objective there is absolutely
nothing to be gained by being in front of
the rest of the world. Does anyone
honestly think countries like China or
Russia are going to shut down all their
coal fired power stations any time soon! I
don’t think regional Australians believe it
makes any sense to do something that
hurts your community or your economy
when it achieves nothing except making
you feel good!

It appears that it will become increasingly more
difficult for any political party to win seats in both
the regions and the cities and because of the
population distribution you can form government
by just winning urban seats but would be very
unlikely to ever form government with just
regional seats – there’s not enough of them.



After twenty years being around Quilpie
Council’s finances I can say, without a
shadow of a doubt, that we are as financially
sustainable as we have ever been. These
same rules don’t apply to State Governments
interestingly. If you disregarded Federal
Government funding to the states (all of the
GST income for example) then no state would
be sustainable either. It is frustrating when
factually incorrect stories get reported. 

We are nearly half way through 2022 and, so
far, it is certainly promising to be a good year.
We are having the best season for many
years, markets are strong and a busy tourism
season appears imminent. Best of all, for
probably the first time in two years, I haven’t
felt the need to mention Covid. Hopefully it is
finally behind us.

Kind Regards,

Stuart Mackenzie
Mayor

26th May Deadly Choices Youth Activities



28th May “Babushka Book Club” Production - Quilpie Shire Hall



29th May Battle of the Bush Quilpie Cup and Fashions from Afar at Bulloo Park



2nd June Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacon lighting at Baldy Top - BYO Chair drinks nibbles



3rd June - Indigenous Art Exhibition  Quilpie Shire Gallery



Monday 6th June - Queensland Day



11th & 12th June 2 Day Triples Bowls Carnival 



13 June “The Alphabet of Awesome Science” Production



18th & 19th June Saturday & Sunday  Toompine Polocrosse Carnival, Bulloo Park 
Includes camping, bar and canteen 
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Sustainable Councils

Recently there was a media report quoting the
Queensland Audit Office about how many
councils in the state are unsustainable.
Councils were grouped into three categories –
high, moderate and low risk. Quilpie Shire
was listed in the “Moderate Risk” category.
This assessment is based on certain financial
ratios that the audit office likes to use and
that we have to report on. The main reason
we are regarded as “Moderate Risk” is
because our “own source” revenue doesn’t
cover our operating expenses. The “own
source” revenue, however, only covers what
council can bring in ourselves i.e. rates,
charges etc. No regional council has been
able to cover costs from their rate base for
decades – probably ever. 

That is why we have financial assistance
grants from Federal Government and always
have. That comes in every year and is
regarded as operating income so the ratio
they use, I believe, isn’t accurate and the
story about unsustainable councils is
misleading.

Quilpie Calendar of Events



Ordinary Council Meeting Wrap UP

The Unconfirmed Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Tuesday 17 May 2022 are
available in full on Council’s website: www.quilpie.qld.gov.au

Council adopted a new 10 year plant
replacement program to assist the annual
budget program, and asset management
process
PVE Civil Solutions was appointed as
project manager of Quilpie Airport Runway
Upgrade. The project will begin
construction shortly
Quilpie Cultural Society received a cash
contribution of $3,000 to assist with the
cost of employing an Arts Development
Officer to assist with sourcing funding
opportunities, preparing grant applications,
acquittals, social media, website and
advertising
Council approved applications for RADF
Round 2 funding to QCWA for $4,205 to
run a workshop to teach people to spin
wool from fleece, and to Opera Queensland
for $7,928 to stage the Composed in
Queensland Opera
A donation of $1,580 was approved to
assist the Quilpie Lawn Bowls Club with
hosting their two day 2022 ‘Open Triples
Carnival’ on 11 and 12 June 2022
Council resolved to continue to sell AvGas
and Jet A1fuel at the Quilpie Airport at a
10% mark-up on Council’s purchase price,
rather than the previous 20% mark-up, with
a review in six months
The CEO was authorized to negotiate
terms and conditions of a lease
arrangement with Outback Gondwana
Foundation in respect of the premises of
the Eromanga Natural History Museum
Council voted to disclose any confidential
information noted in regards to the
proposed Waster Management Utility
Charges for the purpose of the 2022/2023
Budget
Quilpie Polocrosse Club Inc was granted a
cash contribution of $500 to assist with the
cost of running the Carnival on 9 and 10
July, and in-kind hire of tractor and grader
for field preparation to the value of $2,000

Council resolved to dispose of various
plant and equipment items via public
auction, and delegated authority to the
CEO to negotiate, finalise and execute all
matters related to the auction, subject to
Council’s normal procurement policies
and practices

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be
held at 9.30am on Tuesday 21 June 2022 at
the Quilpie Shire Council Board Room.

The Minutes and Agendas of Council
meetings are available in full on Council’s
web site www.quilpie.qld.gov.au

SMOKE ALARMS SAVE LIVES 

The tragic loss of life due to fire is something
no one ever wants to endure ...
Working smoke alarms give you warning ...
hopefully enough time to get out alive ...
Check your smoke alarms are working ...
All rented or leased homes must now comply
with Qld Smoke Alarm legislation as of 1
January 2022
https://www.qfes.qld.gov.au/prepare/fire/smok
e-alarms
If you are renting or leasing accommodation
and smoke alarms are not working or not
installed to comply with current Qld
legislation speak to your landlord or property
manager.
It's your life, your kids, your family ...

http://www.quilpie.qld.gov.au/


South Comongin Crossing of the Bulloo
Rover on Quilpie Thargomindah Road.
Winbin Creek on Old Charleville Road
Flood alternative route
Winbin Creek on the Quilpie-Charleville
Road
Paroo River at the Shire boundary on the
Quilpie Charleville Road
Gunnadora Bridge on the Adavale Black
Road
Blackwater Creek on the Quilpie Adavale
Road just outside of Adavale
Woorbil Creek on the Diamantina
Developmental Road Quilpie-Windorah
Road

     Go to Map Layers
     Cameras
     Click on the blue coloured camera signs

Roads across the Shire were closed as a
result of the weather event that commenced
on 10 May. South Comongin crossing of the
Bulloo River was closed on Sunday 15 May -
some damage occurred to the causeway which
couldn't be repaired until the deck was dry on
17 May.

Residents are reminded that Council no
longer supplies free loads of loam.

Flood Camera

Council now has live or near live flood
cameras across hot spots for flooding in the
Shire. They are located at 

To view the cameras, Go to 
·WWW. Quilpie Shire Council
Disaster event dashboard at the top of the        
page

Works Update

Dumping of Asbestos

Recently a small quantity of asbestos cement
(fibro ) sheeting was dumped in the transfer
station skips at the Quilpie dump. The material
was not wrapped in plastic and was loose.
Dumping of asbestos in this way is illegal and
you can be prosecuted by the State
Government .
If you must dispose of asbestos, please
contact Council before you go to the dump so
the asbestos can be disposed of correctly.

Work has commenced on the monorail being
installed at  Bicentennial Park 

Additional seating and toilets have been installed at 
Baldy Top



Quilpie Shire Council obtained funding to install
electronic signs in the Shire towns to assist with
promoting local events and to announce changes to
road conditions. Mayor Mackenzie, Deputy Mayor
Jenny Hewson and Cr Volz are picture with the
Toompine and Eromanga signs. 
If you have information that could be displayed on
the signs, please contact Council on 4656 0500

Local Road Maintenance has received a boost
thanks to funding under the Australian
Government's Roads to Recovery Program.
Quilpie Shire has received $828,374 as part of this
program. The Hon David Littleproud said “We are
investing in infrastructure nationwide to drive
Australia’s world-leading economic recovery from
COVID-19.
“Assisting local councils to maintain and improve
roads under their jurisdiction is a big part of that,
which is why we have made a $2.5 billion
commitment through the Local Road and
Community Infrastructure Program and earlier this
year brought forward $1.3 billion of the 2021–22
Financial Assistance Grant payment.”
Mr Littleproud said the Australian Government
supports local governments to provide vital
infrastructure and services through a range of
programs.
“This support includes the Financial Assistance
Grant and Bridges Renewal, Black Spot, Heavy
Vehicle Safety and Productivity, Roads to Recovery
and Local Roads and Community Infrastructure
programs.”



FUNDING AWARDED TO UPGRADE NBN IN
QUILPIE
Residents across regional, rural and remote
Queensland will soon be better connected
following successful applications for funding
improved mobile coverage and broadband
services under Round 2 of the Regional
Connectivity Program. 
Minister for Regional Communications, Bridget
McKenzie said the projects form part of the
Coalition Government’s continuing roll-out of
the $257 million Regional Connectivity
Program (RCP). 
The $43.5 million in Coalition Government
funding will be invested across Capricornia,
Flynn, Kennedy, Leichhardt, Maranoa, and
Wide Bay to deploy a combined eight new
mobile sites, five fixed wireless networks,
upgrades to three existing mobile base
stations, and upgrading the nbn™ service
technology in several locations from nbn™ Sky
Muster Satellite to nbn™ Fibre to the Premises
(FTTP) technology. 
“I’m very pleased that residents and
businesses across Queensland will soon be
able to enjoy the benefits and opportunities
that this project will bring in terms of digital
connectivity. 

“Digital connectivity is an essential part of
how we work, learn, stay safe and remain
in contact with loved ones. The
Government will continue to invest in this
critical infrastructure as part of our plan for
a strong economy and stronger future. 
“Our Government has continued to take a
collaborative approach with the
telecommunications industry and regional
and remote communities to make sure that
the funded projects are tailored to the
needs of each region and are supported by
the community. This approach has resulted
in an opportunity to create real change in
the regions. 
Quilpie – Maranoa to receive $4,755,957 
The project will upgrade the nbn™ service
technology in the town of Quilpie from
nbn™ Sky Muster Satellite to nbn™ Fibre
to the Premises (FTTP) technology. 



 Did you attend the Eromanga Rodeo and Camp Draft 16 April?

Kids and parents enjoyed Charlotte's Web performance at Quilpie Shire Hall on 23 May  

Sponsored by RAVA Productions, Arts Queensland and Quilpie Shire Council





As a young kid, I fondly remember watching Cathy Wendelborn many-a-times on the shearing
platform at the Millicent Show. She was renowned for being tough, efficient — and — one of the
best shearers getting around. She was a clean shearer, shearing close to the skin but never
nicking the sheep.
She was also a lovely, funny and, kind person. I'd frequently see her with my parents at my aunt
and uncle's house. Something that always caught my eye about Cathy whenever I'd see her, were
her chiseled arms. They were slender but full of muscle. She was fit and could stand her own
against any men in the shearing shed.
Cathy was a trailblazer for women shearers and traveled widely shearing in Australia and New
Zealand. After leaving high school, she worked in local shearing sheds in Millicent as a shed hand
before professionally picking up a hand piece around Esperance in Western Australia.
Cathy worked as a full time shearer for over 21 years. In 1996, she shore 286 sheep and crutched
another 52 all in one day, running the shed out of sheep. They couldn't keep them up. Just an
ordinary day for Cathy.  
Throughout Australia, she competed in open class events against the men and made many finals.
In 1988, at the opening of the National Wool Centre in Geelong, she shore a sheep in front of the
Queen and presented her with a lock of wool. Ten years later, she travelled to Ireland competing
in the Golden Shears World Championships where she won the "Ladies Invitation" event.
Cathy is known to be Australia's — and possibly the world's best female shearer. She has three
adult children and retired from shearing in 2004, purchasing the Quilpie Bakery in Queensland
known as the "Off Shears Bakery".
An inspiration to many women in the wool industry and the entire agricultural sector, Cathy was
inducted in to the Australian 'Shearers Hall of Fame' at Shear Outback* in Hay, NSW on Sunday,
April 17 2022. 
Written by George the Farmer https://www.georgethefarmer.com.au/blogs/news/cathy-
wendelborn-inducted-to-shearers-hall-of-fame

Do you have a story to tell? The ABC’s
Heywire competition is calling for stories from
young people aged 16-22, living in regional
Australia. It’s a chance to show the rest of
Australia what life is like in your neck of the
woods and to be in the centre of conversations
that shape your communities. Winners will get
to work with ABC producers to share their
story on the ABC and an all-expenses-paid trip
to the Heywire Regional Youth Summit in
Canberra. Enter your story by September 16! For more information

https://www.abc.net.au/heywire/competition/ 

CATHY WENDELBORN INDUCTED TO SHEARERS HALL OF FAME

https://www.abc.net.au/heywire/competition/


Removing potential mosquito breeding sites.
Some mosquitoes lay eggs in containers
found around your home, so extra care
needs to be taken to remove containers and
rubbish from around your house.
Keeping your lawns mowed.
Killing adult mosquitoes with insect surface
spray - occasionally spray in dark hiding
places, such as under furniture, inside
cupboards and behind curtains.

Tip out, and wipe out any water from things
like plastic containers, tarpaulins or buckets.
Store anything that can hold water
undercover or in a dry place, including work
equipment, surplus materials or trailers, and
keep bins covered.
Throw out any rubbish lying around like
unused or empty containers, tyres or 
 additional materials and keep worksites
tidy.

Considering the recent rains, it is important that
the community be reminded of the public health
risks caused by mosquitoes. Breeding of
mosquitoes is considered a public health risk
under the legislation and the community must
now be extra vigilant with the emergence of the
Japanese Encephalitis Virus (JEV) which is
spread by mosquitoes and is considered a
serious disease. 

It only takes one infective mosquito to spread a
mosquito-borne disease, and they breed
quickly.  Once the eggs hatch it takes about 7-
10 days to develop in to adult mosquitoes. Once
you have these mosquitoes in your home they
won’t leave until you get rid of their breeding
sites.

Protect Your Home
You can reduce the number of mosquitoes
around your home by:

Remove Potential Breeding Sites
Under the Public Health Act, you could be fined
by your local council if you are breeding
mosquitoes around your home.
Check the following areas around your home
weekly for evidence of mosquitoes or mosquito
larvae and tip out, wipe out, throw out or dry
store items that can hold water.

Install or repair insect screens on all doors
and windows, especially in sleeping areas. 
Use insect repellent containing DEET or
Picaridin, to protect against mosquito bites.
Read and follow all directions and
precautions on the mosquito repellent
product label, especially for infants. As a
general rule, repellent is not recommended
for infants under the age of 2 months
(babies under 2 months can be protected
with light coloured clothing covering their
arms and legs).
For young children, apply just enough
repellent to cover exposed skin, re-apply
every 4 hours and avoid applying repellent
to a child's hands or near their eyes or
mouth. Do not allow children under 5 years
to apply repellent to themselves.
Wear long, loose clothing to help protect
yourself from bites (light coloured clothes
are best).
Use a plug-in insecticide vaporiser
(indoors) or mosquito coils (outdoors).
Use a mosquito net when camping

Mosquito prevention materials (usually in a
tablet or powder form) can be ordered online
or through local agents.

Avoid Mosquito Bites
Protect yourself against mosquito bites.  Not
only are they irritating, mozzie bites can also
spread disease.
Different types of disease-carrying mosquitoes
can bite at different times of the day, so it's
important to be vigilant at all times.

MOSQUITO SAFETY









You don't have to eat less
you just have to eat right



https://www.homesidestudy.eu/australia




