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CEO’S MESSAGE

As we leave 2021, it appears that we have entered a
new set of challenges in 2022 with the widespread
Omicron variant now moving throughout the State and
Country. To date the Shire has seen relatively low
numbers, with those experiencing symptoms taking
the advice of Queensland Health and getting tested
immediately. As we navigate this challenging time,
Council intends to provide full services to the
community and has established plans to ensure
continual delivery of essential services such as
garbage collection, water and sewerage services etc.

The recent rainfall has been a welcomed sight,
although patchy, with roads becoming cut in all
directions from Quilpie due to flooding. The public is
reminded that if it's flooded, forget it, and also avoid
travelling on gravel roads after rain to limit any
damage that may be caused. Council maintains over
2,000km of roads within the Shire, and while grant
funding for damage sustained by flooding is available
to Council, damage caused by vehicles travelling on
wet roads is not, ultimately causing the rate payers to
foot the bill for this damage.

Council have seen a busy start to the 2021/2022
financial year with a number of key project delivered in
the past 6 months, this includes:

* New footpaths in Boonkai and Jabiru Street;

* Eromanga Hall Toilet rebuilding and addition of
disabled facilities;

» Upgrade to Cricket Pitch Cover and Speakers at
John Waugh Park;

» Additional Sealing to the Quilpie-Adavale Red
Road4.6 km, Onion Creek Road 3 km, and resealing
of Kyabra Road, Mt Margaret Road, Stanley Street
(Toompine), Burt Street (Eromanga) and Jabiru Street;
* Quilpie Water Main Upgrade (Jabiru St from Buln
Buln to Chipu street);

 Gyrica Gardens Multi-Function Centre; and

* Widening of 9.2 km of the Quilpie-Charleville Road
for Transport and Main Roads

There are still plenty more projects on the horizon to
be completed within the next 6 months, these
include:

e Electronic Notice Boards in Quilpie, Toompine,
Eromanga and Adavale;

« Baldy Top and River Walk beautification;

« Toompine Playground and Shade;

« Bi-centennial Park Upgrade;

« Quilpie Driver Reviver (Behind VIC);

* Quilpie-Adavale Red Road Lookout;

e Concrete Floodways on Cooma Road; and

« Eromanga Water Treatment Plant Upgrade.

As we plan to the future, Council has also
commenced the development of a Quilpie Main
Street Masterplan, Quilpie  Aquatic Centre
Masterplan and 2022-2027 Corporate Plan.
Schedules are currently being developed to host
public meetings in regards to these projects in order
to receive public feedback. These projects are key to
developing the future focus for the Shire and
community input is encouraged so please make the
time to attend if you can.

Best wishes for the New Year

Regards
Justin Hancock
CEO

P: 4656 0500
M:0448 816 827



Ordinary Council Meeting Wrap Up

The Unconfirmed Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Tuesday 18 January 2022
are available in full on Council’s website: www.quilpie.gld.gov.au

Ordinary Council Meeting Outcomes
Tuesday 18 January 2022

« Council received a report from the

Western Queensland Priority Roads
Network. One of the priorities of the
Western Queensland Alliance of Councils
(WQAQC) is the development of a Western
Queensland Priority Roads Network to
add to advocacy resources when
engaging both State and Federal
Governments. To date some work has
been done within the three Regional Road
and Transport  Technical Groups
(RRGTCs) on priority road networks for
the regions. The WQAC wish to
coordinate and align this work to enable a
priority network across Western
Queensland to be developed. This will
provide a powerful statement for election
and other campaign advocacy.

Council discussed support for the Outback
Gondwana Foundation (OGF) Building
Better Regions Round 6 funding
application. Council previously provided a
financial commitment of $500,000 and In-
Kind commitment of $100,000 for staff
time for administration tasks, engineering
and project management support, and use
of equipment towards the Building Better
Regions Fund Round 5 application lodged
by the OGF. The OGF wrote to Council on
31 December 2021 seeking the same
commitment towards the Building Better
Regions Fund Round 6 application which
was approved.

Council has been working with external
service providers to improve internet
infrastructure ~ within  the  Shire. An
opportunity has arisen which Council
could partner with NBN to access funding
under the Regional Connectivity Program
— Round 2 to provide fibre to the premises
services in Quilpie. Council resolved to
provide a cash commitment up to
$277,000 towards the Regional
Connectivity Program Round 2
application.

» Council received correspondence from the
Quilpie Sporting Clays Club Inc on 8
December 2021 requesting support for
three major projects; shade, canteen
facilities; and weather proof road access.
Council resolved to support reviewing
vehicular access for the Quilpie Sporting
Clays Club Inc. and continue to assist the
club in seeking funding opportunities.

» Discussion was held with reference to the
proposed changes to the Small Mining
Act, and its impact on the local opal
mining industry. Council resolved to write
a letter of support to the Minister
Resources and Mines to highlight the
importance of opal mining to the Shire,
and to express concerns with proposed
changes to the Small Mining Act.

» Cr Hewson moved a vote of thanks to
staff and businesses that participated and
contributed to the successful Shop Local
and Street Party Christmas Promotion

o Director Corporate and Community
Services advised that commencing in
January a medical doctor would be
housed permanently in Quilpie, providing
medical services on a fortnightly basis,
with a rotating roster of two other doctors
attending on the alternating fortnights.

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be
held at 9.30am Friday 18 February 2022 at
the Quilpie Shire Council Board Room.

The Minutes and Agendas of Council
meetings are available in full on Council's web
site www.quilpie.qgld.gov.au


http://www.quilpie.qld.gov.au/

Engineering Services Works Update

As of 6.00am Monday 24
January 2022 the new
transfer station will begin
operation at the Quilpie
Dump.All general dumping
will then be into the large
white transfer bins.

Metals, white goods and
green waste will be dumped
at the designated and
signed areas within the
transfer station complex.

If you have large amounts
of tyres, green waste,
animal carcasses or animal
waste, or earth fill to
dispose of, you will need to
make an appointment to
enter the dump complex.
The same applies to the
disposal of asbestos waste.
To make an appointment
you should contact 07
46560500 or the Town
Services  supervisor on
0408749849.This is only
available Monday to Friday
from 6.00 a.m. to Sunset.
The area is under 24 hour
live video surveillance.
Scavengers will be warned
and then prosecuted once
the operations begin.



We've had some nice rains over most of the Shire recently, and once again we have had to close
some roads to traffic due to wet conditions. While this may be an inconvenience in the short term,
we do it for your own safety, and to ensure safe roads all year round for locals and visitors.

Please make sure you check local weather conditions and forecasts before travelling
www.bom.gov.au

Severe damage can occur to roads when people drive on closed or wet gravel roads. This is not
only dangerous for drivers and their passengers, but can also be costly for our Shire to repair the
damage.

Penalties may apply to those who choose to ignore 'Road Closed' signs.

Council asks that you please consider residents who live in Quilpie Shire, and depend on these
roads all year round. we make every effort to minimise delays, and appreciate your patience and
assistance when roads are closed.
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Quilpie Shire Council road crew have been praised this week for their exceptional work on the
Lochabie Road, with the surface being compared to a mirror. It was also mentioned that apart from
doing an outstanding job on the road, the crew were heard communicating respectfully to each
other, displaying Council's Values of respect, communication, fun & humour, pride, trust and
teamwork. Now we are hoping that no one will drive on the road while it's damp and wreck all that
good work!

QUILPIE JOB VACANCIES

Quilpie Shire Council is seeking a fulltime
Payroll/HR Officer.

If you have high Ilevel numeracy and
communication skills, together with attention to
detail and the ability to maintain highly
confidential information, then this could be the
job for you.

While experience in a similar role would be
ideal, training can be provided for an
inexperienced applicant.

For more information, please  see
www.quilpie.gld.gov.au

Applications close 4pm 28 January 2022.

Quilpie Shire Council is seeking an
experienced Truck Driver / Multi-Skilled Plant
Operator to safely and efficiently carry out road
construction and maintenance activities and
other miscellaneous works. The employee will
be responsible for servicing and correctly
maintaining plant, ensuring that any plant
defects are promptly reported.

For more information, please see
www.quilpie.gld.gov.au

Applications close 4pm 31 January 2022.

Reminder: Be thoughtful
about how you dispose of
litter. Our animals don't need
to be included in the collection
of your rubbish
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Upgrade your smoke alarms

today
From 1 January 2022, landlords must
install interconnected smoke alarms in
residential rental properties.
When one goes off, they all go off,
giving everyone extra time to escape.
All other dwellings must transition to
full compliance by 2027.
Don't leave it to the last minute.

The life you save could be your own.




Triathlons every
Sunday at the
Quilpie Pool
8am Adults start,
followed by kids
200m swim,
10km cycle,
1.5km run or set
your own goals.
Your will need a
helmet and
covered shoes,
and make sure
you follow traffic
& road rules to
keep everyone
safe!

For more
information
please call Kerri
0417 793 426
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CWA Country Kitchens




St Matthew's Anglican Church

Jumble Sale
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the
Jumble Sale held in the Church Hall has
been closed. No further donations can be
accepted.
St Matthew's would like to thank the
following for their steadfast support:

* The Quilpie Shire Council, who have
made staff available to provide support in
many ways.
 The Quilpie HACC coordinator, Tina
Johnston.

» The many volunteers who have given time
and effort over the years.

» The customers and wider community who
have supported us.

* The local courier, Anne Bannerman, who
has assisted with the delivery of excess
stock to Charleville.

Authorised by Robyn Cherry



If you are due for your booster shot, please call
1800 844 886 to make an appointment for the
next vaccine clinic in Quilpie.









