
FROM THE MAYOR'S DESK

The path out of COVID seems to be coming
clearer although there are still some uncertainty
about the next few months. As I indicated in my
last newsletter, vaccinations are the key and it is
very pleasing to note that the Quilpie Shire is one
of the highest vaccinated shires in Queensland.
As of the end of October we have 75% fully
vaccinated and 85% have had at least one dose.
This is the highest of the six shires in the South
West Health region. 
The Mayors of Queensland have regular
teleconferences with the Premier and the Chief
Health Officer and, at the last one a couple of
weeks ago, the Premier actually mentioned
Quilpie along with three other shires as being the
highest vaccinated in the state with Goondiwindi
being the highest. I feel this is very important
because, as has just happened at Goondi, if we
do get cases of COVID out here, we are much
less likely to get shut down. Being shut down
concerns me more than the actual virus.

Why? – Because by now only about 10% of
people in the shire remain unvaccinated and, of
those, only about 5% of those who get the virus
will end up sick enough to go to hospital. Even if
everyone in the shire got COVID there would be
very few (if any) in hospital. Considering that
hardly any of the outbreaks in Queensland have
spread beyond the immediate households you
would have to feel that it is not going to spread
much out here anyway, especially in the summer.
Next winter will probably be the real test but by
then everyone will be able to access booster
shots. Our indigenous community is still only at
50% vaccinated but SW Health is fully aware of
this and clinics are planned to help increase the
uptake, so I urge everyone to take advantage of
those opportunities.
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Many of you would be aware of the recent media
about the Council’s New Home Owner Grant
which is to pay a grant equal to 5% of the value of
a new home up to a maximum of $12,500 to
anyone who builds a new home in the shire. Most
of the media outlets headlined the story as “Free
land”. This was because someone made the
direct link between the grant of $12,500 also
being the amount that council had sold some
blocks in Curlew Estate for recently. This was a
“sale” price as a special “two for one” deal that
council had done to try and get some of the
blocks moving. They are valued at $25,000 each
and we agreed to sell two blocks for the price of
one so, in effect, you were getting each block for
$12,500.

The grant has never been about free land and it
has been frustrating to say the least to have to
continually correct the media. You can’t get the
grant until you have purchased the land (if you
don’t already own some) and build or move a new
house. Irrespective of this we have had amazing
media coverage and nearly 400 direct inquiries
and that is not counting the many from India after
the story went viral over there.



We can’t claim success until we get some land
sales and/or houses built but it has certainly put
Quilpie Shire on the map. Don’t forget you can
claim this by building in any of the towns in the
Shire.
I sincerely hope that it will drive an increase in
residential land sales and land values. I have been
of the very firm opinion for many years that we
need to see an increase in house values across the
west to the point where it is attractive for people to
build their own home, secure in the knowledge that
they will get their money back or, ideally, a capital
gain when they sell. The COVID induced disruption
just may be the catalyst to really drive an increase
in home values and, if so, right now may be the
cheapest time to buy or build a home in the Shire!

It is great to see some handy storms around the
shire and it bodes well for a wet summer. In the dry
summers October and November normally bring
changes with plenty of dust, wind and lightning, in
other words, “dry” storms. When there is rain in
them this early it is very promising. I know many
properties are finally getting some decent stock
numbers together and it would be an enormous
benefit to have a good summer now to build on
that.

Kind Regards,

Stuart Mackenzie
 
Mayor

Ordinary Council Meeting Wrap Up
The Unconfirmed Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Tuesday 9 November 2021
are available in full on Council’s website: www.quilpie.qld.gov.au

Council accepted the Quilpie Aerodrome Stage 1 Pavement Reconstruction Investigation Options Analysis, and
agreed that the CEO should pursue funding options to implement the recommendations in the report
Tenders were accepted for:

The updated Footpath Master Plan was accepted for consideration of future footpath works in Quilpie
Council approved the request from Quilpie State College for in-kind support for the supply of a water truck with a full
tank of fresh water, and licensed operator, to be utilised at the annual Colour Fun Run
Council approved to support the cost of travel for “All About Aquatics” to provide weekly swimming and aqua exercise
in Eromanga during Term 4
The request from Care Outreach to waiver facility hire fees for Eromanga Hall, Toompine Hall and Bulloo Park was
approved, with permission for the team to stay overnight at each venue after the “Christmas for the Bush Bash” events
RADF Round 1 funding applications were approved:

The Quilpie Christmas Lights Competition will take place this year, with categories and prize money as per the agenda
Quilpie Shire Australia Day Award celebrations will be held on Friday 21 January 2022 at Bulloo Park
Council did not accept an offer from S & H Cowley to purchase 2 lots in Shepherd Street Adavale for $250 per lot, and
authorised the CEO to negotiate a sale with the applicants
Council confirmed the proposed date and times of Ordinary Meetings of Council for 2022
Council approved the payment of $65,562.20 (excl GST) to Outback Gondwana Foundation for the purchase and
installation of a back-up generator
Council accepted the tender submissions for the sale of council owned houses located at 58 Boonkai St and 64 Pegler
St Quilpie at a price of $70,000 each
Council resolved not to accept Expressions of Interest received for the purchase of land at Curlew Estate, due to the
high level of interest and multiple offers received for the same lots. Council then resolved to initiate an online auction
process for Lots 5 & 6 on SP234966 and Lots 12, 13, 21, 22, 26, 27, 33 & 34 on SP234965 as Stage 1, with a
maximum of 2 lots purchased by any individual/entity. CEO was authorised to set the reserve price and contractual
arrangements
Council resolved that the CEO provide views, requirements or objections relevant to future dealing of Term Leases on
Lot 10 DP G0844025 and Lot 76 on SP 147938
Council supported the Shop Front Refurbishment applications for businesses that have not previously received
support under the program, to the value of $63,644.58, and to increase the budget to reflect the additional support.

     o  Supply of an Isuzu NPR75 four wheel drive service truck from Black Truck and Ag, for a total price of $156,980 excl
GST,            with a trade in of Unit 96 for $54,545.46; and
     o  Supply of a Crew Cab truck from Black Truck and Ag for a total price of $$190,339.99 excl GST, with CEO to
arrange disposal of Unit 85 via auction

     o  Quilpie Cultural Society: workshops, Quilpie Shire Council: ArTour Western Touring Circuit Performances, and
     St Finbarr’s School and Quilpie State College: Story Players Drama and Story Telling Workshop




http://www.quilpie.qld.gov.au/


Quilpie Shire Council encourages visitors to
experience our beautiful attractions and to
enjoy everything the Queensland Outback has
to offer.

Quilpie Shire is the fifth largest shire in
Queensland (similar in size to Tasmania!) at
67,482 square kilometres, with the
responsibility for approximately 2,000
kilometres of roads within the Shire.

Our Engineering Services team takes great
pride in looking after these roads to ensure
everyone enjoys a safe, comfortable trip.

Sometimes, such as during the past few
weeks, we need to close roads to traffic due to
wet conditions. While this may be an
inconvenience in the short term, we do it for
your own safety, and to ensure safe roads all
year round for locals and visitors.

It is important to check local weather conditions
and forecasts before travelling on  unsealed roads.
Weather forecasts are available at
www.bom.gov.au

Severe damage can occur to roads when people
drive on closed or we roads.  This is not only
dangerous but can be costly for our shire to repair. 

Penalties may apply to those who choose to ignore
'Road Closed' signs.

Council asks that you please consider residents
who live in Quilpie Shire, and depend on these
roads all year round. We make every effort to
minimise delays and appreciate your patience and
assistance when roads are closed.

For up to date road closures, please visit
Council's Disaster Dashboard:
www.quilpie.qld.gov.au

Engineering Services Works Update

Respect our Roads!
Closed means closed for visitors and locals!

Council's Concrete and Structure Crew

Council's concrete and structures crew is
currently installing new culverts on the Quilpie-
Charleville Road for the Department of
Transport and Main Roads. Council is
fortunate to have skilled staff with the  ability to
batch concrete and carry out the works from
placing steel to finishing the concrete.

If you see something, say something!

Council relies on people to report  things that
don't look right.  If you see something that
needs Council to fix up or maintain, please call
us on 07 4656 0502 or use the Snap Send
Solve app on your phone



lack of shade and trees along the street
scape
upgrade of Memorial Park
beautification of the median strip
connect the airport, Baldy Top and the
River Walk with the township
update the image and character of the
town to revitalise community spirit and
pride, and improve visitor perception and
appreciation of Quilpie

This week Quilpie residents were invited to
participate in a community meeting to provide
feedback on the Quilpie Main Street Master
Plan. The intent of the plan is to address
issues such as:

The plan can be viewed at
www.quilpie.qld.gov.au




A little bit of Eromanga Royal Hotel History - it's 140 years old!

Mr Rob Savory  has been  researching the
history of the Eromanga Royal Hotel. He
found records that show the Pub was first
granted a licence on 31 October 1881, in
the name of Thomas Deacon, then
transferred to William McGill in 1885 -
which might be where the idea came from
that the pub was established in that year.
The pub was first named the Royal Hotel
in 1892, when it was transferred to John
Logan.

Quilpie Main Street Master Plan

Quilpie Shire Council 
 held a special Mental
Health awareness day,

adding a bright splash of
colour to their community
with close to 80 workers

wearing distinctive
TradeMutt shirts, an

initiative supported by
Council’s Health

Promotions Program
which is funded by

Western Queensland
Primary Health Network.










Upgrade your smoke alarms
today

From 1 January 2022, landlords
must install interconnected smoke

alarms in residential rental
properties.

When one goes off, they all go off,
giving everyone extra time to

escape.
All other dwellings must transition

to full compliance by 2027.
Don’t leave it to the last minute. 

You could save a life.






Congratulations  Mrs Beryl Pegler on turning 102! 
 What a great milestone to reach in life. 



 

NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS
MONTH - NOVEMBER 2021
 
Quilpie Shire Council has been an ongoing registered
participant in the National Asbestos Awareness Month
campaign since 2016. Our last two Asbestos Awareness
Month campaigns had 100% participation by all Australian
councils.

Over the past two years many communities across
Australia have been hit hard by the pandemic and sadly, to
date at least 1500 Australians have lost their lives.
However, within the same period more than 8,000 deaths
from asbestos-related diseases were recorded including
asbestosis and lung cancer with an alarming number of
deaths from mesothelioma attributed to both occupational
(tradies) and non-occupational (homeowners) exposure
during residential renovations. 

 There is no doubt that we need to do more to increase
awareness of the dangers of asbestos and with your help
we can. I lost my grandfather to asbestos-related diseases
and since 2013 I’ve been an Ambassador for National
Asbestos Awareness Month because the more awareness
the campaign can generate, the more lives that can be
saved.

 Now in its tenth year, Australia’s longest-running, multi-
award winning Asbestos Awareness campaign continues
our mission of reducing asbestos-related diseases by
warning Australians of the dangers of asbestos and
directing them to the leading, most comprehensive, trusted
asbestos information source, asbestosawareness.com.au. 

The website has had more than 2.2 million pageviews,
over 1 million sessions and hosts over 1500 downloadable
resources (fact sheets, guides and handbooks, flyers and
posters, graphics, images and AV) which have been
accessed more than 500,000 times. The website also
hosts Australia’s most comprehensive online asbestos
product database to help Australian’s identify asbestos
risks.

 By directing your community to a wide range of free
information and resources, we’re helping them to identify
and understand asbestos risks in homes and commercial
and non-residential properties while providing resources
specific to homeowners, renovators and to more than 23
specific trades. There are also a wide range of resources
for rural and regional communities including Australia’s
first comprehensive guide to help landowners manage
Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA) safely in line with
government regulations. 

 

 Recently, concerns have been raised as to the risks
people may be exposing themselves to when renovating.
With Australia in the midst of a renovation boom, research
found that 40% of DIYers who had worked on a property
containing asbestos, only 5% knew of the high risks to
health associated with asbestos compared to 22% being
aware of the high risks associated with electricity. 

As with electricity, asbestos fibres are invisible and can
pose long-term and life-threatening health risks that can
be related to the frequency and level of exposure - the
higher the exposure, the greater the risk. However, even
small amounts of exposure can lead to asbestos-related
diseases which is why dealing unsafely with any amount of
asbestos is likened to playing renovation roulette – there is
no known safe level of exposure.

One of the greatest challenges we face as a community is
that many believe that only fibro homes contain asbestos
but this belief couldn’t be further from the truth. Asbestos
was used in the manufacture of more than 3000 building
and decorator products used extensively in brick,
weatherboard, clad homes and apartments built or
renovated before 1990 and in commercial and non-
residential properties before 2004.
Asbestos can be found lurking under floor coverings
including carpets, linoleum and vinyl tiles, behind wall and
floor tiles, in cement floors, internal and external walls,
ceilings and ceiling space (insulation), eaves, garages,
roofs, around hot water pipes, fences, home extensions,
garages, outdoor toilets, backyard and farm structures,
chook sheds and even dog kennels. It could be anywhere!

If undisturbed, well maintained and in a stable, sealed
condition, these products are considered unlikely to pose
health risks. However, just as electricity can be deadly,
asbestos can be equally lethal when invisible fibres are
disturbed and inhaled if asbestos is not managed safely
during renovations, maintenance, removal or during the
demolition of older properties. It also poses serious risks in
abandoned buildings and in the environment if it’s dumped
or has deteriorated due to exposure to the elements.

Whether it’s a home, a garage, or a commercial or non-
residential property such as an office, shop, church or
church hall, childcare or community centre, theatre,
workshop, warehouse or even a farm shed; it’s vital that
property owners and tradies respect the fact that asbestos
poses serious health risks. 
With any home built or renovated prior to 1990 likely to
contain asbestos (1 in every 3), Australians must stop
playing renovation roulette and start to respect the
invisible dangers of asbestos because it’s not worth the
risk!

By working together we can continue to encourage
property owners, renovators and tradies to visit
asbestosawareness.com.au where they’ll find user-friendly
life-saving information. 



Ways to Keep Your Pets Comfortable Over Summer
Summer is nearly upon us, so now is the time to start thinking about how to keep your pets comfortable
as the weather heats up. Our pets are more susceptible to temperature changes than us humans and
when the mercury starts to rise above 30⁰C, owners can begin to see some real changes in their pets.
 
The classic symptoms of an overheating pet include; 
• Excessive panting or difficulty breathing
• Drooling 
• Increased heart rate 
• Increased respiratory rate 
• Elevated body temperature  
• Weakness or even collapse 
• Seizures
• Vomiting and bloody diarrhoea

Tips on how you can help your pets. 
1. Provide Plenty Of Water. Pets can become dehydrated very quickly, so make sure that they have
access to plenty of fresh, clean water.
2. Provide Shelter From The Sun. If your pet is outdoors, make sure that they have a shady place where
they can get out of the sun
3. Provide Cooling Aids. 
• A small paddling pool for your dog
• Freeze large ice blocks for your dog to lick
• Cold, wet towels on the floor for your pets to lay on 
• A wet towel draped over part of your pets cage, to help cool down the surrounding air/breeze. 
• Freeze a bottle of water, wrap in a towel and put in the cage for rabbits and guinea pigs to lay up
against. 
4.  Don’t Leave Them In The Car 
The temperature in a car can climb alarmingly fast. It may be a comfortable 24⁰C outside, but after 10
minutes the interior of the car is reaching 38⁰C and 50⁰C after just 30 minutes.



Swimming Program  - the 2021/2022 Swim
season has begun.  It is great to see so many new
families join our swimming program.  This terms
swimming program will run until 27th November
2021.  If you would like to know more information

or would like to book your child into swim
lessons, you can contact us via

quilpie@allaboutaquatics.com.au or 0413 201
534, pop into the pool during opening hours and

speak with the staff or send us a message on
Facebook via the All About Aquatics Facebook

page

Triathlons every Sunday at the Quilpie Pool
8am Adults start, followed by kids

200m swim, 10km cycle, 1.5km run or set your
own goals. Your will need a helmet and covered
shoes, and make sure you follow traffic & road

rules to keep everyone safe!
For more information please call Kerri 

0417 793 426







Ladies Night In 





CWA Country Kitchens

The Quilpie Seniors Christmas Party will
be held at 2pm Wednesday 8 December
at Gyrica Gardens Community Centre

Please RSVP 4656 0500



HO HO HO!




