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FROM THE MAYOR
MAYOR’S MESSAGE SEPTEMBER 2020

Council and staff farewelled Dave and Nina Burges off to 
their next home at Warwick where Dave is taking up the 
CEO position for Southern Downs Council. It will be a step 
up for Dave and we wish them well. We already have an 
acting CEO, Tim Rose, on site and he will take over the 
role until a new permanent CEO is appointed. Tim is vastly 
experienced in local government and, I am sure, will be 
a real asset for us during his stay. Interim CEOs are often 
valuable because they come in for only a short period, they 
are generally very experienced, and they can give Council 
a very informative snapshot of how the organisation is 
travelling. Council has already viewed the list of applicants 
for the permanent job and will start interviews this week.

As always, it was great to catch up with some of our 
business community at the Business Group breakfast last 
week. This is open to all businesses across the shire and 
it is an excellent forum for Council to get a feel for how 
they are travelling. We realise that it is often impossible 
for some businesses to get there because of the timing but 
no time of the day will suit everyone. I would urge you to 
try and make the effort some time, even if it is only for one 
meeting in the year, just to be able to give us your views on 
the issues that are impacting your operation. 

Generally speaking most businesses are travelling OK 
although a common theme was the challenge that many 
are having attracting staff. This is actually a problem right 
across regional Australia. Many regions are claiming that 
they have more jobs than people! JobSeeker unemployment 
benefits being increased to a level where it is providing 
people with an incentive not to work is one major problem 
and these payment levels will be reducing in a couple of 
weeks so that may help.

The lack of suitable housing was highlighted as another 
critical deterrent to attracting staff and that is something 
council is looking very closely at. We are experiencing 
shortages for our own staff and we are investigating 
bringing in new houses for Quilpie and Eromanga at the 
moment. We would rather build homes if possible and we 

are looking at that option in the near future as well. 

If any person or business in the shire is experiencing a 
situation where more housing is required to attract staff 
and/or new residents please let councillors or staff know, 
as soon as possible, as we are going through the planning 
for this right now.

In an ideal world houses are built or renovated and rented 
out by private investors but this is incredibly hard to attract 
into rural and remote areas because the houses don’t 
generally hold their capital value for when you may sell. 
A situation like that is what the economists refer to as 
“market failure” and is generally when governments need 
to step in. I, personally, have always been quite open to 
building more homes if the demand is there as the return 
on our capital for council, through rental, would be much 
better than having the money in the bank, especially when 
interest rates are as low as they are at the moment. Also, of 
course, a house on the street provides far more benefit to 
the community than that same value of money in the bank. 

The disruption being experienced at the moment from 
Coronavirus may potentially create a heightened interest 
in living and working out here and we can’t have a situation 
where people don’t move to the Quilpie Shire because 
there is nowhere suitable to live. It is not just about having 
a “house” to live in either, it must be of a standard that will 
be attractive to whoever may wish to move here.

A real positive at the moment is that our council and 
private road construction crews have commenced a pretty 
extensive road works program, funded through flood 
damage claims. This should see at least $12M spent by 
the end of this financial year with a similar or even larger 
program being put in place for next year. If the “La Nina” 
forecast eventuates and we have a wet summer there will 
be much more to smile about than just being able to source 
funds to fix flood damaged roads! We are due!! 

Kind Regards,

Stuart Mackenzie



Afterschool Activities
(Mondays Fortnightly) 

5 – 9 yrs
3.30pm – 4.30pm

CWA Hall  

Afternoon Tea Provided
Limit 10 Children

For further information contact 
HPO Michelle Donohue: 0427 243 055

YOUTH CENTRE: Wednesday afternoons  
for 10 –16 year olds at the CWA Hall. 

Afternoon Tea provided
Limit 10 Kids

Help us take care of our roads
It is always lovely when it rains in our shire but did 
you know it is often when unnecessary damage to 

roads occurs?
While the upkeep and maintenance of roads is 

Council’s responsibility, you can assist by staying 
off unsealed roads for at least 48 hours after rain. 
The damage that occurs by driving on wet roads 

lasts for many months until Council contractors or 
staff can work on the road. 

By staying home, we can keep the roads in good 
condition, potentially not cause damage to your 
vehicle, and potentially not have the embarrass-

ment of getting badly bogged. 
Council formally closes the roads after reasonable 
rainfall and as such if you drive on the road you 

are breaking the law. 

Issue Of Rates NOtIces 
Ratepayers of the Quilpie Shire Council are advised that 
rate notices for the period 1 July 2020 to 31 December 

were issued TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2020 .

Rates are due WEDNESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2020, with 
the exception of rural landowners in rating category 6.

Council has granted an extension of time for these 
RURAL properties and the due date for payment will be 

FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER 2020. 

Discount will be allowed if payment is received by 
5.00pm on the applicable due date. 

To ensure you don’t miss the discount please consider 
BPay and EFT payment clearance timeframes. It is the 
responsibility of the property owner to advise Council of 
any change of address. For further information please 

contact Council’s Customer Service Centre on  
(07) 4656 0500.

Changes to Quilpie Waste Management 
Centre

Adavale Plant Hire have been awarded a 
contract to construct the earthworks for the 
new bin compound at the waste facility. The 

bin compound will be constructed during this 
financial year. The public will dump waste into 

bins and the bins will then be taken to the 
waste pit by Council staff. While the earth-
works is underway, access to the tip will be 

closed during working hours Monday to Fri-
day. Council appreciates everyone’s tolerance 

of the works. 
 

Flood Damage Works 
Works on repairing Council’s road network 

continues. Contractors and Council staff 
are working across the entire Shire. Current 
projects include Adavale-Charleville, Colac, 
Woolbunna, Arranfield and Lanherne Roads 
in the east. In the west works are complete 
at Mt Howitt Road and are nearing com-
pletion at Keeroongooloo and Boondook 

roads. Works are also about to commence on 
Tobermorey, Ingeberry, Mulliana  and Bow-
alli-Tobermorey Roads. Project management 
of the flood damage repairs is being done by 

Proterra Group.



Quilpie Sport & Recreation AGM will be 
Saturday 31st October 2020 

For any enquires please email: 
 q.sportrec@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Studio Q Dance Concert : 
 Saturday 28th November 

For further enquires please contact Taylor or 
Emily: 

studioq20@gmail.com
 
 

OUTBACK QUEENSLAND JOBS BOARD

www.outbackqueenslandjobs.com.au
Outback Queensland Jobs offers a free service 
available to businesses (the potential employers) 
and job seekers in the Central West, South West 
and Far West Queensland regions. 

With quick and easy registration, register using 
your business email or any social media account 
you like. 

Once registered use the smart form to create and 
save your job. You can share the job ad via email, 
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn or Google (Gmail).

You can quickly see who applied and view their 
applications at any time. 

PLEASE CONSIDER OUR LOCAL BUSINESS operators 
who are grappling with ongoing restrictions and 
regulations as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic.

Local businesses are at the forefront of preventing 
the spread of coronavirus and must adhere to strict 
rules and regulations imposed by Queensland Health 
and the Government. When being served by a local 
business, please take the time to consider their role 
and duties and be patient. After all, we’re all in this 
together.



FLOOD DAMAGE WORKS UPDATE

Flood damage works are continuing across 
the shire.  The following roads are 
anticipated to be completed by 20 December 
2020:

• Big Creek Road;

• Boran Road;

• Bowallie-Tobermory Road (completed);

• Cane Grass Road (completed);

• Duck Creek Road;

• Durham Downs River Road (completed);

• Gooyea Road;

• Hell Hole Gorge Road;

• Ingeberry Road;

• Keeroongooloo Road;

• Mt Howitt Road;

• Mullianna Road;

• Napoleon Road;

• Nimboy Road;

• Old Charleville Road;

• Pinkenetta Road (completed);

• Ray Road (completed);

• Tobermory Road; and

• Wareo Road.

The estimated value of the work is in 
excess of $10.8 Million.

SMALL BUSINESS ADAPTION GRANT PROGRAM 
ROUND 2

The Queensland Government has extended the Small 
Business Adaption Grant Program. The available grant 
amount is a minimum of $2,000 and up to a maximum 
of $10,000 per eligible small business. In Stage 2 of 
Queensland's Economic Recovery Strategy, up to $100 
million is available, with half of this funding specifically 
earmarked for regional small businesses in our region.

For all the details visit https://www.business.qld.gov.au/
starting-business/advice-support/grants/adaption 

HAD A NEAR MISS OR ACCIDENT ON THE 
ROAD?

(Particularly along the main state controlled roads)

In an important move to collect data in relation to 
safety issues on our roads Council has established 
a dedicated email address (roads@quilpie.qld.gov.

au) to allow residents to advise Council of dangerous 
experiences.  

If you report an incident please include location, time 
of day, and details of the experience.

Water supply

Work is about to begin on construction of a new 
water main in Jabiru street between Buln Buln 

Street and Gyrica Street. Council workers will be 
doing this work. The work will replace a very old 

asbestos cement water main.

Thankyou
On behalf of the community, Council 

would like to acknowledge and 

thank the local truck drivers who 

travel responsibly through town.



FROM THE CEO’S DESK

Quilpie Shire Council would like to 
welcome Tim Rose into the postion of 
Acting Chief Executive Officer while the 
positon is being filled. 
Tim has filled the role as CEO of Winton, 
Bowen and Burnett shires over his 
career. He has more recently worked for 
the Local Government Association of 
Queensland  and has lately been running 
his own company Council Business 
Solutions where he is specialising in 
Project Management. Tim is delighted 
to be spending some time in Quilpie and 
is keen to help with the transition to the 
new CEO.   
The last Ordinary meeting of Council was 
held on Friday 11 September 2020.
The full minutes of the Council meeting 
are usually available on Council’s website 
the Tuesday or Wednesday following a 
Friday meeting.
Residents are also reminded that 
Councillors are happy to speak to 
members of the public at any time.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

Business Development Group 
meeting was held on Wednes-
day 09 September at the Quil-
pie Heritage Inn with 17 people 

in attendance. 

Items discussed included the 
Wellspring Project, the Shop-
front refurbishment program, 
COVID-19, changes to NAB 
banking and the Business 

Christmas Party. The minutes 
from this meeting can be found 
on Quilpie Shire Council web-

site.

The next meet of the group will 
occur prior to Christmas 2020. 
If you would like further infor-
mation about this group please 
contact Karen Grimm, Manager 
Tourism & Economic Develop-
ment on 4656 0541 or email 
kareng@quilpie.qld.gov.au 



Congratulations to the Eromanga 
Natural History Museum on being the  

Tripadvisor Travellers’ Choice 
Award winner for 2020! 

The museum is in the top 10% of at-
tractions worldwide! Well done.



Visiting Services
CWAATSICH: 

23 Sept 20 - Dev- Physiotherpist 
29 & 30 Sept 20 - Dr Fielding  

For further information please contact 
CWAATSICH on: (07) 4656 1391 

 

Visiting Allied Health Services  
(Requires a Referral)

* For more information regarding services below 
please contact the Quilpie Medical Practice directly 

on: (07) 4656 1158
▪️ Physiotherapist: 24 Sept

▪️ Nurse Navigator: N/A
▪️ Social Worker: 21 Sept

▪️ Mental Health: Every Monday – except public 
holidays 

▪️ Early Intervention Parenting Service: Please 
Contact Hospital – Ph. (07) 4656 0100

▪️ Podiatrist: Currently no one at present

▪️ True’s Outreach Clinic – Women’s Health: 16 
& 17 Sept 20

New waste pit at the Quilpie 
Dump

Residents are advised that a new 
waste pit has been opened at the 
Quilpie dump. 

To access the pit to dispose of 
general waste please continue 
following the road past the old pit 
and around to the left to access the 
new one.

The aerial map, left, depicts the 
location of the pit.

Council would also like to remind 
residents to please follow signage 
instructions in relation to placing 
materials in designated areas (oil 
waste, white goods, metal, tyres, 
green waste, concrete etc.).



Free online dementia education for 
everyone

Recent research† suggests that around 40% 
of dementia cases might be prevented or 
delayed by modifying risk factors.

The Preventing Dementia MOOC (massive 
open online course) examines the latest 
evidence on dementia risk factors and ways 
to reduce the risk. This free online course 
is open to everyone and members of your 
network may be interested in learning how 
to reduce their dementia risk.  Being part 
of an online community of participants can 
also reduce feelings of isolation. 

You are never too young or too old to do 
something about your dementia risk. 

Enrolments are now open for the next 
Preventing Dementia MOOC

Course opens: 6th October 2020

Course duration: 4 weeks

Estimated effort: 2 hours per week

Course access: Day or night, on your smart 
phone, tablet or computer

Course closes: 20th November 2020 
(content is accessible across 6 weeks)

Completion certificate? Yes, there is a 
personalised certificate on completion

Cost: FREE

For all the details visit https://mooc.utas.
edu.au/

Top 5 Reasons to enrol now

1. This online course is FREE

2. Suited to everyone with an interest in 
brain health

3. Learn how to reduce your risk of 
developing dementia

4. Hear the latest evidence from leading 
researchers

5. Earn a personalised certificate on 
completion.





Quilpie Cultural Society Workshops 2020 

19th – 20th September RADF – CONFIRMED 
Ironwork with Brian Rutledge 
Rep Kylie Rutledge 4656 4731 

25th- 26th September FRRR - Unconfirmed 
Art with Jan Lawnikanis 
Rep Jo Pegler 4656 4942 

2nd – 4th October RADF - Unconfirmed 
Glass Glorious Glass with tutor Alison 
Shaw Rep Jane Mulligan 0428 547 400 

16th – 19th October OR 
30th Oct – 2nd November RADF – To Be 
Confirmed Definitely 
Crazy Quilting – Repurposed Fabrics 
Textile Collage with tutor Jennifer 
Clouston Rep Jan McConnell 0428 562 083 

November or December – To Be Confirmed 
Definitely 
Unwind with Wire with tutor Kylie Tindall-
Smith – FRRR 
Rep Jess Gilby 0457 033 900 

Workshop dates to be advised: 
Silver Casting with tutor Dan Cox - RADF Rep 
Jane Mulligan 0428 547 400 

Photography with tutor to be advised 

Bubbles and Brush Strokes for adults and 
Busy Bees for kids with tutor Samantha 
Meurant - FRRR 
Rep Jo Pegler 4656 4942 

POSTPONED TO 2021 Furniture Restoration 
with Dean Timms 

POSTPONED TO 2021 Upholstery
with Tim Symons 

POSTPONED TO 2021 Embroidery
with Cathy Sotiriou   

Funded by the 
Foundation for Rural 

and Regional 
Renewal 



QUILPIE WELLSPRING
UPDATE

Council initiated the Quilpie 
Wellspring concept in 2018 in 

an attempt to develop a project 
that will provide key benefits to 

Quilpie Shire including increasing 
local employment, attract sus-

tainable jobs and strengthen local 
lifestyle. The Wellspring project 

will include a cluster of connected 
activities that will provide a net-

work of new local business oppor-
tunities, incorporate best practice 
circular economy principles and 
partner with government, corpo-

rates and institutions. 

The Wellspring concept incorpo-
rates three main areas, Solar dis-
tillation, Craft Brewery and Aqua-
ponics. The next phase to take it 
from a concept to a project oc-

curred in July 2020, when Council 
engaged Robert Prestipino from 
Vital Places to continue with the 

Business Case for the Quilpie 
Wellspring project. The business 
case is expected to be completed 

by November 2020. This phase 
will explore in detail the benefits, 

costs, options, designs and poten-
tial risks. 

The Council has also identified the 
focus for Vital Places to provide 

evidence of potential investors for 
the project. This will be an impor-
tant factor in the decision mak-
ing process moving forward on 
conclusion of the business case. 
Since July 2020 discussions have 
continued with Aquaponics and 
Brewhouse specialists, Universi-
ty of Southern Queensland and 

Climatic KIC. 
Further updates will be provided 
to the community in future com-

munity newsletters. 




