
Council Community News
MAYORS BUDGET MESSAGE

The Quilpie Shire Council has had another solid year, 
financially, in the 2018-19 year. We have seen our 
budget forecasts from a year ago being met and, in 
fact, our financial position is significantly better than 
we estimated when the 2018-19 budget was brought 
down 12 months ago. Our cash position is about $5.4M 
ahead of our budget forecast although, in real terms, 
because of grant pre-payments, this figure is around 
$4.0M, still a great result. As I stated last year, Council 
has a lot of confidence in our financial management. 
That confidence comes from consistently, year after year, 
seeing our financial position matching or improving on 
what was forecast in our budget 12 months previously. 

This strong financial forecasting, and adherence to that 
forecasting, is occurring in a period of substantial capital 
improvements and asset replacement and maintenance. 
Strong cash positions can sometimes be obtained by 
reducing spending on capital works and asset maintenance 
but this is flawed financial management as, eventually, 
the lack of spending will catch up with you as your assets 
deteriorate and/or your public infrastructure fails to 
sustain the quality of life that the rest of the country enjoys. 

I noted, with some frustration, a QAO (Queensland 
Audit Office) report to the State Government recently 
where a large number of councils, predominately rural 
and regional, were assessed as financially unsustainable 
in the medium to long term. This included Quilpie 
Shire. In the 22 years since I have been on the council 
I have seen our cash reserve grow from around $1M to 
$20M and substantial capital improvements and social 
investment has occurred in that time. All of this has 
happened without incurring any debt. With the State 
Government’s debt in excess of $80 Billion (and growing), 
the highest of any state in the country, I would suggest 
the QAO concentrate on the sustainability of their 
government and let those of us in the regions who know 
what they are doing get on with our sustainable future.

CAPITAL WORKS

We have an expanded capital works budget this next 
financial year of $9.7M up on last year’s figure of $7.8M. 
This figure is blown out somewhat by the allocation of $4M 
towards the ENHM Stage 2 construction, 90% of which 
is funded by external grants. Council has also allocated 
funds to continue to develop the business case for the 
Quilpie Wellspring project. We have also had success in 
sourcing external funding to construct a new town bore 
to replace the old original one which is well past it’s “use 

by” date. Other capital works are listed below but we are, 
in essence, adhering to Council’s commitment to maintain 
our critical infrastructure in good or upgraded condition. 

RATES AND CHARGES

In recognition of the particularly difficult year that our 
shire businesses and ratepayers have endured, Council 
will not have our normal CPI rate increase this year. 
We are also very mindful of the fact that our rural and 
resources sectors have had to absorb wildly fluctuating 
valuation increases brought down last year. Some of those 
ratepayers will still see an increase in their individual 
rates purely because the two mechanisms that we put in 
place last year, a 25% cap and land valuation averaging, 
will mean there will be some catching up to do. We have 
reduced the cap to 10% so that none of the individual 
ratepayers affected by these large valuation increases 
should see an increase of more than that. Minimum 
rates have been increased slightly by around CPI.

Charges  will continue to attract a CPI increase of around 1.5% 
but, as  I remind everyone each year, we are in the strong 
position where the majority of our services that council 
offers are self-funding, as they should be. These services 
are water, sewage and waste disposal. Many of council 
costs are increasing by more than CPI so the full funding 
of our service provision needs to be closely monitored.

In closing, on behalf of Council, I would like to 
congratulate our staff on bringing in another financial 
year on budget, while maintaining, or in some cases, 
increasing the level and standard of service that they 
provide to our community. The challenges never go away 
but the methodical and controlled financial methods 
that are implemented to meet them continue to deliver.

I am happy to discuss any budget issues any time.

Kind regards,

Stuart Mackenzie  

Mayor

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Please be advised that the Quilpie Police Station 
has a new telephone number.  The number is 

(07) 4656 8181
Remember, in an emergency always dial 000.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

     1 2 

3 
10.30am 
CWA Hall 

Tai Chi 
 
 

4 
12.00pm 

27 Gallery Coffee 
Seniors Luncheon 

Booked Out 

5 
9.00am 

CWA Hall 
Mosaic Workshop 

Booked Out 

6 
9.00am 

CWA Hall 
Mosaic Workshop 

Booked Out  

7        10.00am 
Active Agers 

Sport & Rec Centre 
11.00am 

St Matthews Hall 
Hoy & Lunch 

8 9 

10 
10.30am 
RSL Park 

World Wide Knit in 
Public Day 

11 
2.00pm 

St Matthews Hall 
Craft & Chat 

12 
10.30am 

St Matthews Hall 
Bingo 

13        10.30am 
Healthy Minds 
with Charleville 
Healthy Ageing 
Supper Room 

14 
10.00am 

Active Agers 
Sport & Rec Centre 
 

15 16 

17 
10.30am 
CWA Hall 

Tai Chi 
 

18 
2.00pm 

CWA Hall 
Craft & Chat 

19 
10.30am 
CWA Hall 

Pamper Morning 

20 
2.00pm 

CWA Hall 
Healthy Minds 

21      10.00am 
Active Agers 

Sport & Rec Centre 
11.00am 

St Matthews Hall 
Bingo & Lunch 

22 23 

24 
10.30am 

St Matthews Hall 
Gentle Exercises 

25 
2.00pm 

St Matthews Hall 
Craft & Chat 

26 
10.00am 

Men’s Group 
Gyrica Gardens 

27         
2.00pm 

St Matthews Hall 
Healthy Minds with 
Emmanuel College  

28      10.00am 
Active Agers 

Sport & Rec Centre 
11.00am 

St Matthews Hall 
Jumble Sale 

29 30 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AND SENIORS PROGRAM 
Michelle Donohue: Health Promotions Officer 

Phone: 4656 0500 Mobile: 0427 243 055 
 

The GasFields Commission’s 

Gas Guide pulls together all 

the information landholders 

need to know about gas 

development into one 

document.

The Gas Guide covers everything from 
the awarding of exploration permits 
through to rehabilitation of the field.

It’s the first time all the information 
has been compiled into one easy 
to read, updateable ring binder 
by an independent authority.

The guide is broken into 11 chapters 
including an A3 Roadmap that 
landholders can put up on the 
office wall to follow the various 
stages of gas development and 
find the information they need.

As new information becomes

available or other information 
becomes obsolete, the Commission 
will update individual chapters and 
landholders can simply replace 
the old one in their ring binder.

The information in the Gas Guide 
can be used for educational purposes, 
as a reference guide, to help develop 
business plans, prepare for meetings or 
whatever else a landholder mightneed.

The Gas Guide is available 
online, at GasFields Commission 
events or you can request to have 
onemailed out to you - visit http://
w w w. g as f i e l ds c om m iss i onq l d .
o r g . a u / g a s g u i d e 

The Gas Guide is another initiative 
designed to give people the information 
they need to make informed 
decisions about their business.

New Gas Guide for Landholders 



POLICE NEWS
ROAD SAFETY:

It is that time of the year again when the weather turns great 
and the tourists turn up to enjoy the great south west.  Many 
of these visitors come from the urban coastal areas and 
their knowledge of the ‘right of way’ rules on our street is 
somewhat confusing / limited.  When driving in Quilpie please 
be mindful that the tourists and even some locals might not be 
‘switched on’ that day regarding who gives way to who at the 
intersections.  Also if you are driving a vehicle with a chunky 
A pillar and it might have a snorkel be aware that a vehicle on 
your right might be blocked from being seen.  Lean forward or 
back to make sure you have a clear view to your right and left.

The Southern Police Region which we are part of in Quilpie 
has experienced a sharp spike in the number of road fatalities 
in the last month including 16 people killed in the space of six 
days around the State.  Every driver must take care whether 
in town or on the highway and that includes wearing your 
seatbelt at all times.  Don’t feel hard done by if you receive 
a $391 reminder if you are not wearing your seatbelt.

All open roads within Quilpie Shire (except for built 
up area / roadworks etc) are 100km/h – not 110 or 
120km/h.  Police will focus on the Fatal Five major 
causes of Injury Traffic Crashes - SPEEDING, DRINK & 
DRUG DRIVING, SEATBELTS, DRIVER FATIGUE and DRIVER 
INATTENTION & DISTRACTION (Using your Phone whilst 
Driving).  Avoid these and you will avoid an accident.  
You may not be aware that our good friend Senior Constable 
BEW of the Charleville Road Policing Unit has transferred to 
the home of the Cowboys – Townsville.  His position has been 
taken by Senior Constable Bill MITCHELL from Toowoomba 
Road Policing Unit.  Bill knows the area well having previously 
been stationed at Eulo a few years back.  I will be encouraging Bill 
to pay us a visit here in Quilpie at every available opportunity.

PROPERTY SECURITY:

While we are very lucky in the Quilpie Shire with regard 
to losing property to theft, with the increase in tourists 
and people passing through our area it is important that 
we don’t give thieves the opportunity.  Most stealing is 
spur of the moment theft so if your vehicle is locked and 
gear in the trays are secured you should not lose anything.

www.quilpie.gov.au

Have you had a look at our newly redeveloped website yet? 
User friendly and easy to navigate, you’ll be able to find 
all the relevant information you need.  And don’t forget to 
follow our Facebook page.



New Purchasing Arrangements - Register Now
Quilpie Shire Council is changing their 
Request for Quotation (RFQ) process 
and a new platform will soon be in use 
to simplify the procurement process. 
The provider of the new platform is 
VendorPanel Pty Ltd, a multi-award 
winning Victorian technology company. 
For more information visit vendorpanel.
com 

We are calling all local businesses to 
register with VendorPanel which will give 
you access to Quilpie Shire Council RFQ 
opportunities. We will only be able to 
issue RFQs to businesses registered on 
VendorPanel. 

Next steps:

If you are already on a preferred supplier 
panel (contractors or plant hire), you 
will receive an invitation to register 
from VendorPanel.  Please click on the 
‘Get Started’ link which will allow you to 

register.  

If you need any help in registering, please 
contact VendorPanel Support support@
vendorpanel.com.au or by calling 03 
9095 6181.

Marketplace

Not on a preferred supplier listing but 
still quote on Quilpie Shire Council 
purchases?   Then please register on 
‘marketplace’ at www.vendorpanel.com/
marketplace.  

VendorPanel Marketplace will simplify 
the RFQ process and also expose your 
business to more regional / statewide 
opportunities.  VendorPanel is already 
used across Queensland so one 
registration means exposure to other 

public-sector councils, departments 
and agency procurement opportunities.

Please note,  if you are an existing 
VendorPanel registered Supplier or 
register as a preferred supplier,  you still 
need to register in the Marketplace to 
get external opportunities.  It’s easy and 
will be linked to your existing profile. In 
the registration email, ‘CLICK HERE TO 
GET STARTED’, accept the invitation 
and sign into your existing account to 
register.

If you have any questions on the process 
please contact Dominique or Nina at 
Council on 07 4656 0500, or for any 
VendorPanel platform related issues, 
please contact VendorPanel Support.

 

 

 

 

Quilpie Shire Council is committed to the training and professional development of staff and as such, are 
proposing to undertake the following training courses during the 2019/2020 financial year. Council would 
like to extend an invitation to local businesses and community members to participate in any of the 
following courses. Please register your interest with Council’s HR Officer, Maree Radnedge by phoning 07 
4656 0500 or emailing hr@quilpie.qld.gov.au 

Plant Operator Tickets/Certificates of Competency 
 Forklift Ticket 
 Bobcat Ticket 
 Certificate of Competency – Excavator 
 Certificate of Competency – Backhoe/Front End Loader 
 Certificate of Competency – Drott 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

Safety/Traffic Management 
 Confined Spaces 
 Traffic Management Implementation 

Other 
 Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Outlook, Excel) 

2019/20 Council Training 
Calendar 



Council Community News
We Value: Respect | Communication | Fun & Humour | Pride | Trust | Teamwork

YOUR
COUNCILLORS

Cr Stuart Mackenzie, Mayor
P: 4656 4771 / M: 0429 069 314
E: mayor@quilpie.qld.gov.au

Cr Jenny Hewson, Deputy Mayor
P: 4656 1311 / M: 0428 461 294
E: jhewson@quilpie.qld.gov.au

Cr Bruce Paulsen
P:  4656 1421 / M: 0447 802 389
E: bpaulsen@quilpie.qld.gov.au

Cr Bob Hall
P: 4656 1124 M: 0428 561 166
E: bhall@quilpie.qld.gov.au

Cr Roger Volz:
Mob: 0428 561 468
E: rvolz@quilpie.qld.gov.au

MAYOR’S  MESSAGE  MAY  2019

I was filled with a feeling of satisfaction and relief as the
results of the recent Federal election became apparent. I
thought it was a watershed election and the long term
effects of a Labour government would have been very
detrimental to Australia, in particular regional Australia.

A key moment in the election campaign for me was when
Bill Shorten, on being asked about the cost of his 45%
emissions reduction policy, said he didn’t know and it didn’t
really matter because you had to take into account the cost
of doing nothing as part of the equation. Now everyone
knows (or should know) that whatever Australia does as a
country won’t have any effect on the climate because we
only produce 1.3% of the world’s emissions. So the cost of
doing nothing is nothing!! Either Bill Shorten knew this but
was deliberately being untruthful or he honestly thought
his Government could change the climate. Both positions
are completely indefensible and he and others pushing this
line of argument should be condemned.

It brought it home to me something I have always felt very
strongly about. In public life you should never lie or bend
the truth and should be completely honest at all times, even
when it is inconvenient. It makes life a lot simpler, believe
me! I felt the Federal election result vindicated that belief
and that no one should ever be rewarded for being
untruthful.

It is so wonderful to see the rain over much of the shire but
our thoughts are with those in the south of the shire who
have largely missed out. It is extremely tough when so many
other areas receive rain and you don’t. We can only hope
that the rain continues and everyone gets the relief they so
desperately need. I have already noticed stock being trucked
back into the shire and although the recovery will be patchy
it is heartening to see the activity starting to happen.

The Quilpie Wellspring project is still progressing. I must be
very honest with everyone and make it clear that this is a
long term project and, if it happens, it will only be after
going through the necessary steps in a methodical way. We
have to complete a full business case and also get partners
on board to share the cost. This is a “business” project
rather than a “tourism” one which does make Government
funding harder to source although we are already getting
good feedback from State Government in particular. Our
consultant, Robert Prestipino has had good responses from
prospective partners and I have been contacted personally
by one interested party.

If the business case stacks up we will then have to attract
the right people in the private sector to drive the various
business opportunities that will be critical to the project.
Council will also be looking for community buy-in to help
drive this proposal in the right direction. I can’t emphasise
enough how important this step is. The Bulloo Park
development was successful because we received a lot of
input from all of the users of the complex to make sure the
new facility met the requirements of the community. The
Wellspring project will be the same and, to be honest, unless
members from the community are willing to be involved,
then I would have to question just how strong the
community commitment is. I imagine the involvement
would initially involve an advisory role so watch this space.

The tourism season promises to be a good one with the
State Government proclaiming it as the “Year of the
Outback” and they have also committed substantial funding
for its promotion. The start of the season has been slow
because of roads being cut but the rain and flooding across
the west will certainly help to attract visitors. Another lure
for visitors will be the Eromanga Natural History Museum,
now in its 4�� year of operation. Tourism Events Queensland,
the State Government tourism (Continued on page 2)

 2019 QUILPIE SHIRE EVENTS 
DATE EVENT CONTACT DETAILS 

JUNE    

7th  
Closing 15th July 

Kaye Kerner Exhibition VIC Team  
4656 0540 

Quilpie Shire Gallery @ 
6.30pm 

 29th & 30th  Quilpie Polocrosse Carnival Karen Hall 
0429 977 718 

Bulloo Park  

JULY    
13th  Bash Break on Brolga VIC Team 

46 560 540 
Big Red Bash Break in 
Quilpie Shire 9am -3pm  

19th   
Closing 26th Aug.   

Local Photography Exhibition VIC Team  
46 560 540 

Quilpie Shire Gallery @ 
6:30pm 

20th & 21st Nockatunga/Toompine 
Polocrosse Carnival 

Dee Edwards 
possamunga@activ8.net.au  

Toompine – Bar, Canteen & 
Camping avail.  

28th  Presidents Day Jocelyn Haylock  
0409 302 263 

Quilpie Club 

AUGUST     
17th & 18th  Quilpie Golf Club Open Weekend Roger Volz Quilpie Golf Club  

30th August  
Closing 4th Oct.  

Samantha Meurant Exhibition VIC Team 
46 560 540 

Quilpie Shire Gallery @ 
6:30pm 

SEPTEMBER    
3rd  Kangaranga Do Bluey & Ann 

46 561 300 
Main Street in front of 
Imperial Hotel 

14th  Quilpie Show & Rodeo Danielle Dunlop 
4656 2550 

Bulloo Park from 10am  

27th & 28th  Pride Of The West Festival Courtney Bartlett 
46 561 271 

Bulloo Park from 11am  

28th & 29th  Quilpie Motorbike Gymkhana Kerri Vaggs 
0417 793 426 

Golf Club 

OCTOBER     
5th & 6th  Annual 2 Day Bowls Carnival Jocelyn Haylock  

0409 302 263 
Bowls Club 

11th  
Closing 8th Nov. 

Combined Schools Exhibition VIC Team 
46 560 540 

Quilpie Shire Gallery @ 
6:30pm  

 Ladies Night In Philippa Ware 0408 987 688 Bulloo Park  

NOVEMBER     
8th  St. Finbarr’s Fete  Genny McNair 

46 561 412 
St. Finbarr’s 

11th  Remembrance Day Lisa or Janet 
46 560 540 

Bob Young Memorial Park  

15th  
Closing Jan. 2020 

Christmas in the Gallery VIC Girls 
46 560 540 

Quilpie Shire Gallery @ 
6:30pm  

DECEMBER     
 Town Christmas Party Jenny Hewson  4656 1311  

 



 

Then be sure to get your snaps in for the 
annual Quilpie Shire Visitor Information Centre 

Photography Exhibition. 

For more information please contact the Quilpie Visitor 
Information Centre on 46 560 540 

CATEGORIES ARE: 
 
1. COVER OF A MAGAZINE 
In 2019 we are celebrating Year of the Outback we want to see photos of what makes 
you love Quilpie & the surrounding images of the Quilpie Shire. 
 
2. YOUR FAVOURITE MOMENT! 
This category we want to see photos that you have taken of someone off-guard! It could 
be a flattering portrait or you just happened to be in the right place at the right time! 
 
3. MOTHER NATURE AT HER BEST 
With the incredible weather events, we see out here we want to see some snaps of 
Mother Nature at her best. This could be anything from a storm rolling in to a dust storm 
rolling out! 
 
4. ANYTHING GOES. 
This category is anything goes! Do you have that amazing photo that just doesn’t fit into 
any of the other categories but you think has winning potential?? Well pop it into this 
category and see how you go!!  

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 
• The winner of each category will be judged by people’s choice throughout the exhibition. 

There will be a ballot box in the gallery where visitors to the exhibition can vote for their 
favourite snaps in each category. Winners from each category will receive a small prize! 

• Photos are to be brought to the Visitor Information Centre on a USB or emailed to 
tourism@quilpie.qld.gov.au. All photos will then be printed to the same size.  

• All photos must be to the Visitor Information Centre by 5pm Monday 16th July. Photos will 
not be accepted after this cut off due to printing and preparation of the exhibition. 

•  All photos that are submitted to us may be used in our promotional material including 
social media which includes Facebook & Instagram. We will acknowledge the 
photographer, so follow us to keep an eye out for your image.  

 



Visiting Services

Dental Services

The Dental Truck visits Quilpie on a regular basis. 
To make appointments please call (02) 9923 
2478 or email truck@thedentalstation.com.au.

CWAATSICH - Quilpie Health Services

*Dates and times subject to change:

Physiotherapist – 28 June 2019

Speech Pathologist – 28 June 2019

Heart of Australia – 28 to 30 June 2019

Exercise Physiologist – 28 June 2019

Allied Health Visits - Quilpie Hospital

A range of allied health and medical specialists 
visit Quilpie Hospital on a regular basis. For 
further information and dates contact the 
Quilpie Medical Centre directly on 07 4656 
1158.

Dental Services

South West Oral Health Clinic – will be providing 
Oral Health Services at the Quilpie Hospital 
Dental Clinic. To make an appointment call: 
1300 215 659.

  

Expressions of Interest 

QCWA  
POP-UP MARKETS 
Starting 8th July until 28th July 

10am – 4pm Daily 

(1 day or multiple days) 

Bring your own table & chair. 
For further details or to show interest 

Please contact 
0497 792 761 or 

Email – quilpiecwa1@gmail.com 

 

              



ST FINBARR’S PARISH QUILPIE

Sunday Mass Times and Special 
Celebrations 2019

The community is openly welcome 
to attend any or all of the Liturgy 

Celebrations & Assemblies held at St 
Finbarr’s School.

Sunday 28th July
Mass, St Finbarr’s Church 6pm

Thursday 8th August
Prayer Celebration, St Mary Mackillop 

Feast Day
St Finbarr’s School 9am

Sunday 25th August
Mass, St Finbarr’s Church 6pm

Sunday 22nd September
Mass, St Finbarr’s Church 6pm

Sunday 27th October
Mass, St Finbarr’s Church 6pm

Friday 1st November
All Saints & All Souls Prayer Service

St Finbarr’s Church 10.30 am

Sunday 24th November
End of year Mass

St Finbarr’s Church 6pm

Christmas Mass times to be advised

   POSITIONS VACANT

Quilpie Shire Council is currently 
advertising for a number of positions.  
Employment with Council provides 
job security with a range of great 
benefits including a variety of salary 
packaging options (rent, mortgage, 
vehicle lease)  and subsidised gym 

membership.

Labourer (Concrete and Structures) - Full Time
Salary: $48,572 per annum plus allowances & 
overtime
Closing Date - 4:00pm Wednesday 03 July

Multi-skilled Plant Operator (Road Construction and 
Maintenance) - Full Time
Salary: $50,070 per annum plus allowances & 
overtime
Closing Date - 4:00pm Wednesday 03 July

Apprentice Diesel Fitter - Full Time
Salary: Dependant on age (adult wages apply for 
mature age apprentice.
Closing Date - 4:00pm Wednesday 03 July

*NOTE: Commencement date for this position is 
negotiable up to December 2019.

Cleaner - Fixed Term Part Time (10 hours per week)
Salary: $24.14 per hour plus applicable allowances
Closing Date: 4.00pm Friday 28 June 2019

Grader Operator (Final Trim) - Full Time
Salary: Ranging from $55,783 to $75,488 per annum 
(plus camp allowance, overtime and entitlements) 
depending on experience
Closing Date: 4.00pm Monday 08 July 2019 


